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LETTER OP TRANSMITTAL. 



U. S, Department of Labor, 

Chiij>ren's Buseait, 
Washington, December 5, 1916, 

Sir; I transmit herewith a report on facilities for children's play 
in the District of Columbia. This report necessarily touches upon 
recreation facilities in general, because children share in many of 
them; but its especial purpose is to show the present equipment for 
children's use and to suggest the further provisions for outdoor life 
needed for children of different ages. 

The study was undertaken at the request of Mr, Oliver P. New- 
man, president of the Board of Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia, and has been made by the Children's Bureau and the 
playground depaitment of the^ District of Columbia with the co- 
operation of various agencies. The detailed survey by health dis- 
tricts was planned and carried out under the direction of Mr, 
Edgar S. Martin, then supervisor of playgrounds of the District of 
Columbia, and Dr. F. A. McKenzie, now president of Fisk Uni- 
versity. The charts were prepared by the playground department 
and completed under the direction of Mrs. Susie Root Rhodes, the 
present supervisor of playgrounds. The bureau is indebted to the 
courtesy of the Office of Public Buildings and Grounds for the map. 
Especial mention should be made of the assistance rendered by the 
board of education and officials of the public schools, by the District 
health department, the District engineer department, and the Met- 
ropolitan police. The report has had the benefit of criticism and'" 
■ advice from Mr. E. B. De Groot, head of school recreation facilities 
in San Francisco. Mr. De Groot was in charge of the first large 
development of playground facilities in this country, that of the 
South Park Board, in Chicago, and the section tm principles of 
public recreation is based on a statement prepared by him for the 
Children's Bureau. 

The president of the Board of Commissioners and the Chief of the 
Children's Bureau united in inviting the aid of a volunteer com- 
mittee to advise upon various suggestions made as to the location of 
play spaces. This committee consisted of Rev. John Van Schaick, jr., 
pi-esident of the board of education; Mrs. Ernest P. Bicknell, of 
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the board of children's guardians ; and Col, W. W. Harts, officer in 
charge of public buildings and grounds. The bureau is indebted to 
them for most careful and discriminating reading of the report and 
' for advice based upon intimate acquaintance with the District. The 
material has been put in final form for publication bj Miss Anna 
Bochester and Mr. Howard C. Jenness, of the Children's Bureau. 
Respectfully submitted. 

Julia C. LatSkop, Chief. 
Hem. William B. Wilson, 

Secretary of Labor. 
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FACIUTIES FOR CHILDREN'S PLAY IN THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBU. 



INTRODUCTION, 

The skillful planning of a French engineer, L'Enfant, made the 
original city of Washington beautiful with parks and open squares. 
A century later a commission of experts drafted plans for the de- 
velopment of the new park system which will ultimately encircle the 
city with a douhle chain of parks, extending at several points to the 
boundaries of the District, carefully laid out to preserve and 
heighten every kind of natural beauty that the District possesses.' 

These open squares and outlying parks can not meet the daily 
play needs of children, and this report is an attempt to measure 
these needs and to formulate a general plan for satisfying them. The 
study has been concerned primarily with the play needs of children — 
that is, of all persons under 21 years of age; but in order fairly to 
present their needs and opportunities all the recreation facilities of 
Washington have been reviewed. 

The report aims to present (1) the facts concerning density of 
population in Washington with special reference to children (pp. 7 
to 17) ; (2) the types of recreation facilities which should be avail- 
able in any city (pp. 17, 18) ; (3) the recreation facilities in Washing- 
ton and their administration, with recommendations concerning 
their future development (pp. 18 to 32) ; (4) detailed information 
concerning population, school buildings, and playgrounds and other 
recreation facilities in 25 health districts (pp. 32 to 5&) ; and (5) a 
summary of the report (pp. 60, 61). 

HAS WASHINGTON A CONGESTED POPULATION? 

Persons who go through Hock Creek Park, around the Speedway, 
or out Sixteenth Street to the reservoir and then eastward to the 
Soldiers' Home hardly think of Washington as a congested city. 
And where these people go no congestion exists. However, if 
any of these pleasure seekers should turn off the Speedway and 

167th Cong., Igt 
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strike into the section known as "South Washington," or shtmU] 
drive east from Sixteenth Street through the district south of Florida 
Avenue, they would find neighborhoods not only badly congested but 
almost totally unprovided with recreation facilities. Some neighbor- 
hoods with a population as big as many towns have no play spaces 
for children and no means of recreation for adults except motion 
pictures, pool rooms, and saloons. 

When the District of Ct^umbia was set aside for Federal purposes, 
L'Enfant laid out a city plan with streets running north and south 
and east and west and broad avenues cutting obliquely across the 
city. The boundary of Washington on the west was Kock Creek; 
on the east the Anacostia River; and Florida Avenue was rou^ily 
the northern boundary. The Potomac River lay to the south, and 
what is now " South Washington " was then called " the island " 
because of creeks that separated it from the region north of Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue NW. 

That was "old Washington." The rest of the District of Colum- 
bia waa called " the county." All that is now Mount Pleasant, 
Cleveland Park, Le Droit Park, Anacostia, Petworth, and the other 
northern and northwestern sections outside of Florida Avenue, etc., 
was farm and forest, and not until the last two decades has there 
been any marked development. Georgetown was a separate munici- 
pality at first. 

Because of a lack of car lines and of city improvements in' the 
way of water, light, good roads, fire protection, etc., the develop- 
ment of the city was for nearly a century within the bounds laid 
down by L'Enfant. Within these bounds the greatest density of 
population and greatest lack of recreation facilities are to be found. 

Outside, in " the country "—in Chevy Chase, Cleveland Park, Pet- 
worth, and all the other suburbs, and in the Mount Pleasant dis- 
trict — there were, in 1913, 119,212 inhabitants, scattered in sections 
with widely different conditions: one, in Mount Pleasant, with a 
density of 64.8 to the acre; others in which famts are still flourish- 
ing. The average population density of all the health districts out- 
side of the original city was about 7 to the acre. 

Figures show that this region outside of the original city limits 
is growing rapidly. The police census begun April 10, 1907, gave 
87,896 persons living in the District of Columbia outside of the orig- 
inal limits of Washington, while six years later the census begun 
April 28, 1913, showed for the same area a population of 119,212. In 
1907 the original city had a population of 241,695, while in 1913 
the population for the same area was 234,085,* 

< Tbe I'PDBUB of 191!> ban beeo made avatlable rIdcp thlx study was compiled and abows 
that Ibp Hamp shtrtlag of population has contlnupd. Original olty In iBlS. 236,989 ; 
connty, 180,760. 
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Taftie thowinff papulatiiin of nutricf of Columbia in original city and in "tlw 
i)Ounty " at five succegsive censuses by the police. 



OrlElDBl cltr. CimeXy. 

1907, 241, 685 87, 896 

1908 247,323 92,080 

1G09 -. 244, 180 98, 823 

1912 ^ 238. 346 114, 590 

1913 ... 234. 08,1 119, 212 

The population of tjie original city hus steadily decreased since 
1908 at an a^'erage rate of about 1 per cent a year, while the popula- 
tion of " the county " has increased about 5.8 per cent a year during 
the same period. As business encroaches on residence districts the 
inhabitants of the city are obliged to crowd more closely together. 
The actual decrease in the population does not compensate for the 
steady increase in the amount of property used entirely or partly 
for business purposes. 

An observer has only to traverse the length of Columbia Boad to 
note the tendency toward large apartment houses which afford no 
ground for outdoor life for tenants. Between January 1, 1911, and 
July 1, 1916, 384 multiple dwellings were opened for occupancy in 
the 20 health districts of the old city and in Georgetown, and 93 
multiple dwellings in the new outlying districts. In addition, 131 
apaiiment houses were in course of construction on July 1, 1916, of 
which 33 were in outlying sections. The need of playgrounds for 
small children and airing places for habies with mothers and nurses 
is already evident even in the favored district along Columbia Road, 
and it is obvious that unoccupied property privately owned will not 
afford permanent provision. 

It is well to remind ourselves that old Georgetown was a play- 
ground for the grandfathers of the present younger generation 
of the city. East of Lincoln Park "the commons" was a baseball 
ground for the entire eastern section of the city. Georgetown is now 
crowded with people, and "the commons" is now studded with rows 
upon rows of houses built within the last two decades. Who can say 
that 20 years more may not see the same brick and asphalt develop- 
ment in the suburban sections of the present day? 

Two-thirds of the 100,000 young people of Washington, together 
with nearly 170,000 adults, lived in 1913 within the boundaiies of 
the original city, which includes all land lying south of Florida 
Avenue and east of Sock Creek and is approximately 4^ miles long 
and averages about 2J miles in width. In comparison with the 
density of population on Manhattan Island, where 2,500,000 people 
live on a strip of land 10 miles long and about 2 miles wide, or in 
comparison with ^t, dense populations of other great industrial 
cities, the condition in Washington doen not suggest a high degree 
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«f nrnKKHtion,. The fptatrnt density was found in tb« 59 blocks* 
wtffrre tb« niimber irt inh«bitant« per acre was from 200 to 299, and 
in f litile t^miBaited »pat»' where they averaged 300 or mora to the 

Y«i the spadotu itreett and low<built dwellings, and the open 
nUiturm which dot certain sections of the city, by their very contra^ 
Ut 4!«fn(ttiion« elsewhere, tend to ol»cure the facts about space avall- 
n\iU' tor pixy- Htreet area does not serve for recreation. Street 
(fliiy at heat is a sorry makeshtft, and in Washington it is forbidden 
liy law, Here the street area is officially measured not from curb 
lr» curb hilt from biuhllng line to building line, and sidewalks are not 
tftjiolly avfflilttlile for play. When the streets, occupying more than 
htilf thw aiTeiiJie of the original city, were excluded, as they must be 
in iitiy )irn<iicttl conHidemtion of density in relation to play, there 
rctnnlnttd, it| lt>lil, 2,0in acres for the 234,085 persons living in the 
old city, or an avenige of 89.fi to the acre. 

Tiirtht^r, we And tliat when street areas were excluded 9^ of the 20 
iit'iiltl) dintrictfl of the old city had population densities varying from 
100.2 to liin.R per acre, and in these 9 districts lived 102,956 adults and 
iH1,27I children and young people imder 20 years of age. Only 4,414 
(or npproximiitcly 1 in IR) of the children and young people in the 
oriiritial pity live<l in the 3 districts* where population density was 
tcHH than no pt>rsonR to the acre. 

North of the original city 8 other health districts' showed a density 
of population greater than HO persons to the acre. And it should be 
noted that in the whole northern section of the city, which has been 
growing rapidl,v in ri>oeut yettrs, the streets are narrower than in the 
original city " and little prtn-ision has been made fop reserving fre- 
qnont Kntall oi>en si>aces as park areas. 

T^ lis look now at some of the more closely built up neighbm'hoods 
in the original city. 

In tl)« heart of the city is an old neighborhood, district Xo. 10. 
Niinidcil on the north by K Street \W., oa the east by North Capitol 
Sti-M, on the ww* by a ligtag line composed of Seventh Stre** be- 



<T«ii<i|* N<«»*^ hy S>*«ith <':)in>nna Anas*. Tw««^k Stjw*. ud C StmK SK. ; 
*tfnatv »w*»*>* ^T f>«?«ia. M, and S Wiwts SW. a>d Jmws CrMk Cuil : trimM^r 
NonmM tiT \1r(MUi A*vWH^ ^n«tk ^TVM. aad I i^^rm SB. : amrp bovBdrd bj- 
Vlurt^ T^Httk MhI K Sttwt* «»* Nf* T»A ATfsw XW. : trtnttr txmdFd fcy litrw 
,Y(.rw,i M'WnK fVwrtfc S»iwt. ■nd N ^n«t XW. : niuc^ tandrd hj^ VmBODt ATt MU e. 
V>ovr*t> $!tr**<. tMI II Snn4 XV. ; tttaKtr Vma^ br Krmtwctk StnM. V Strnt, 
nWl ("^rMa Ai-v^at XV. : trlu^t Yraatiri i'j Harrluid. Qcfetfe SDMt. Bad 
1> Sip™* XH ; TTtanv)* lifm i d^^ >"■ Fiwin***!* Strwt H Snrrt, md Floridi ATtvnr XE. 

> Hn>:')i JIMT*.-** Xw. 1. a. K. A. Ik lA. 11, IS aid IT. 

• rtm'tk 4t»»r«.-f* Xfflt. 4. IE. ana M. 

• t).«'t> ANtrk^ Xn. St. K. aiHl !<K. 

• T» ?* >x«":>i «tsTrt.-t* ft «-*(■!>■■ cfCt. "arT**: Bn^orf^ frm ^vrTiOtur Jli>^ fn Imnfll^ 
!•«. w.iin ^4 ff* (*•» *rf tkf an«. 1« t*» atf^ Utrrirtf. botA tg dt* rttJ. i»mO 
AV'Wv'' ^Aly M pM- M«A •( tkr tot*: ana. 
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tween Q and K Streets, Fifth Street between D and G Streets, and 
John Marshall Place between D Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, 
and on the south by Peonsylvania Avenue and D Street. It is a 
neighborhood in which development seems to have ceased, so far as 
building operations go, and which has a mixture of re^dential and 
liusinoss population. None of the blocks with greatest density, 300 
or more to the acre, were to be found here, but six blocks within this 
district had from 200 to 299 persons to the acre. Of the total popu- 
lation of 13,6d3, 2,722 were white people under 20 years of age, 
and 909 were colored young people under 20. The children of grade- 
school age * who are in special need of play space numbered 1,245 
white and 381 colored. 

This district is one of the neediest so far as recreation facilities 
are concerned, notwithstanding the fact that a portion of the Capitol 
grounds as well as the Botanic Garden, with their " keep off the 
grass" warnings, fringe the southern boundary; that it has in its 
midst the great Judiciary Square; and that it is dotted with little 
*' triangles," parks of a few square feet. These open spaces, how- 
ever, have few benches for adults or sand piles for children. Only 
one of the four schools in this neighborhood has a school playground 
open for a few weeks in the summer, and one of the others has a 
yard equipped for play. 

Nortiiwest of district 10 and touching it tip to tip at the square 

occupied by the Public Library is another populous district. No. 6, 

< in the heart of the business section, where 17,097 people lived in 1013. 

: Its boundaries are New York Avenue on the south. Fifteenth Street 

; on the west, Seventh'Street on the east, and Khode Island Avenue on 

. the north. It had one block, bounded by Tenth Street, K Street, and 

New York Avenue, on which the densest population was to be found, 

, over 300 to the acre. As in other neighborhoods in the heart of the 

city, business has crept along the main streets, and many people 

live in apartments over stores with no place for the children to play. 

, The population of this district included more than 3,000 young 

. people, of whom 2,384 were white and 692 colored.' For these young 

- folt the opportunities for other than commercial recreation are 
limited. The Strong John Thomson School has a yard equipped 

• for play, and Franklin Park, one of the most spacious and beautiful 
" of the city squares, is in this district. It offers no play facilities, 
F however, except a sand pile for the small children. The greatest 
" blessing in the neighborhood is the Public Library, which is iraed 

- by people from all parts of the city and offers a variety of social, 
intellectual, and recreational opportunities for its neighbors. 

• n*e to 14, iDclnalTe. 
'' ■ Wblte. S88 under B yearg. 1.100 from C to 14, and 696 trom IB to 19 ; colored, 1ST 
^ under S, 801 Irom S to 14, and S04 (ran 15 to 19. 



Ly,l.cd,,CjOOglC 



12 FACILITIES FOR CHILDREN 'S PLAY, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The boundaries of health district No. 7 an; 'niinl Street and 
John Marshall Place between Missouri Avenue and D Street, Fifth 
Street between D and G Streets, and Seventh Street between G 
Street and New York Avenue on the east; New York Avenue on 
the north; Fifteenth Street on the west; and B Street and Mis- 
souri Avenue on the south. This district has the largest and per- 
haps the best-attended of the motion-picture houses and the city's 
theaters, many of the banks, and the big hotels. At first glance 
it seems so purely and simply a business district with a daytime 
population that one is surpriBed to learn that 8,245 people resided in 
it in 1913. Of these, over 1,000 were white young people under 20 
years of age and about 100 colored young people. Practically the 
entire space is given over to streets and buildings, and those vho 
live in this neighborhood have little place for outdoor recreation 
except the streets. The children of this section, hedged in by build- 
ings, do not have ready access to free play spaces since the nearest 
playgrounds are not within walking distance. 

Standing in the portico of the House of Representatives and look- 
ing directly southward toward the Potomac River one can take in at 
a glance all of '* Soiith Washington," or what is known on the health- 
district maps as districts Nos. 8, 11, and 12. The population in one 
of tliese three health districts — No. ll^is overwhelmingly colored, 
and some of the bad alley conditions to be remedied under the new 
alley-elimination law are there within sight of the Capitol. The 
houses are not thickly set, but the need for recreation facilities is 
great. It is a neighborhood where a majority of the people are 
earning small wages. 

South Washington extends from the wharves of Washington Har- 
bor on the west all the way to the long, straight, and unbeautified 
South Capitol Street on the east. Yet the children of school age, of 
whom there were, in 1913, 2,937 white and 1,877 colored, find in all 
this area, even in midsummer, only four playgrounds, the Bowen 
and Jefferstm School Playgrounds for white children and the Car- 
dozo and Willow Tree Park Municipal Playgrounds for colored 
children. They find only two small school yards with play equip- 
ment, the Fairbrother for the white and the Bell for the colored. 
The Arsenal Grounds are in this section and are used by the em- 
ployees of the Arsenal for various sports. 

The river stretches a long way around South Washington, but no 
open land or pavilion is provided from which men, women, and 
children can enjoy the waterside breezes on a hot night. 

The strip of South Washington which has the largest and densest 
colored population goes in a straight belt from the Capitol Grounds 
and the Botanic Garden south to the river, between South Capitol 
Street on the east and Four-and-a-half Street on the west. James 
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Creek, which helped make the one-time " idand," is being filled in for 
sanitary reasons, and it is hoped that it may serve as a boulevard, 
with a long narrow parkway and a drive on either side. 

Special need for social centers and other play facilities exists in the 
neighborhood known as health district Xo. 9, bounded on the north 
by Florida Avenue, on the south by K Street, on the west by Seventh 
Street, and on the east by North Capitol Street, Seventh Street 
carries retail business all the way to the end of this neighborhood, 
but in general it is a dense residential section. One block has over 
300 people to the acre — the triangle at Fourth Street, N Street, and 
New Jersey Avenue NW. 

The 18 Bchoolhouses of the neighborhood include the new Dunbar 
High School between N and O Streets NW., the McKinley Manual 
Training School, the old Central High School, and the Armstrong 
Manual Training School, but none of them has been a center for 
social activities. For the 3,401 white young people and the 3,222 
colored young people in this district even in summer Mily three play- 
grounds are provided — one district playground and one school play- 
ground for white children, and one school playground for colored 
children. Two of the other white schools and one of the other 
colored schools have yards equipped for play. 

Just south of the new Central High School is a district very poor 
in recreation opportunities which will in all probability use the 
facilities to be developed in connection with this school. On the map 
this district is No. 5, bounded by Rhode Island Avenue on the south, 
Fifteenth Street on the west, Florida Avenue on the north, and 
Seventh Street on the east It is a crowded residential district with 
sparse recreational facilities for the 2,000 white and the 2,500 colored 
young people. The Grover Cleveland School is widely used as a 
community center. The colored Y. M. C. A. is at Twelfth above S 
Street But the two colored schools — Garnet and Patterson — offer 
no recreational opportunities except small yards equipped for play; 
and Iowa Circle, the one public space in the neighborhood, has 
benches but no special facilities for children's play. 

No survey of Washington would be complete without mentioning 
the 273 inhabited alleys of the city, many of them winding, intricate, 
interior courts, with odd little streets and byways within the block. 
They contain, according to the police census of November 1, 1915, 
9,626 inhabitants— 888 white and 8,638 colored. The squalor and 
insanitary conditions produce a mortality rate within the alleys 
which is almost twice that upon the streets. One of the worst of 
these courts. Willow Tree Alley, containing 60 houses where between 
300 and 400 Italians and colored people lived together in seclusion, 
has been torn out and made into a playgrpund. A recent act of 
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Congress' provides for the elimination of ^11 inhabited alleys in tht 
District of Columbia before July 1, 1918. 

The greater the congestiwi of population the more urgmt is the 
need of ample facilities for recreation, but wherever city conditions 
prevail with close building and small yards or none, public pla; 
space should be (irovided. 

WHAT THE CHILDREN ARE DOING. 

What are Washington children doing? In an effort to answer this 
question detailed statements were collected by Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts, and by playground and settlement leaders from 1,000 white 
children and 200 colored children. Of these 656 were .boys and 641 
w^re girls, and 946 of the whole number were between 10 aud H 
years of age. Since these figures were gathered through clubs or- 
ganized for recreation they tend perhaps to represent children whose 
play opportunities are better than the average. 

Where do the children play? It is significant that 48.8 per cent 
of the boys and 37.5 per cent of the girls reported play on the 
streets, which is both dangerous and contrary to law. Vacant lots 
were mentioned by 48 per cent of the boys and 13.1 per cent of the 
girls. 

If the answers of these 1^00 children concerning the games they 
played may be taken as an indication, an apparent scarcity of play 
activities exists in Washington. Only one game, baseball, was re- 
ported by as many as one-third of the children. When the questior 
was put by seasons, only five kinds of play were reported in winter 
by as many as 50 children out of 1,200; and these were coasting, 
roller skating, basket ball, football, and snowballing. In the spring 
the list fell to three — ^baseball, roller skating, and jumping rope — 
although 48 reported marbles and 42 tag. In the summer two kinds 
of play — baseball and swimming — were reported by 50 children oi 
more; in the fall three — football, basket ball, and roller skating. 

Doubtless the children forget some games of past seasons. As a 
check on these results, therefore, the children were asked to name all 
their out-of-school activities during the week preceding the in- 
quiry, November, 1914. On school days only 12 occupations were 
reported by as many as 17 children of the 1,200 ; only 7 by as many 
as 100 children. Studies were mentioned by 243; football by 190; 
" outdoor games " by 181 ; work by 159 ; " play " by 131 ; music by 113 ; 
basket ball by 100. 

Of the white children 31.8 per cent and of the colored children 65.5 
per cent reported that they worked on Saturday. 

188 Btat. L., ch. SIO, p. T16 (act ot Sept 2S, 1914). 
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The social instinct in its wider expansion tends to Bnd expression 
in organization. Naturally, from the mode of gathering the data, the 
Boy Scouts, the Qlrl Scouts, and the Camp Fire Girls led in the list 
of organizations, yet out of tiie 1^00 only 131 belonged to these fiew 
movements; 124 boys and &0 girls said they did not belong to any 
organizaticm and did not care to belong ; while 90 boys and 85 girls 
said they had oo opportmiity to belong. 

The ,greatest of all commercial amusements for children is, of 
course, the motion pictures. Nearly all of the 1,200 children " went 
to the movies." Three-fourths of the white boys under 15 and prac- 
tically the same proportion of those over 15 saw a motion picture 
at least once a week. Of the white' girls about 63 per cent, of the 
colored boys 65 per cfent, and of the colored girls about 40 per cent 
saw the pictures at least once a week. Only a few reported that they 
never went. 

Of the white boys 361 and of the white girls 274 went on summer 
vacation trips. Hiking was known to 313 of the boys and 191 of the 
girls. Nearly all read ; many attended vaudeville and stock-company 
shows; 105 boys and 18 girls bowled. Yet they wanted "something 
to do." These same boys and girls asked for more playgrounds and 
athletic grounds and gynmasiums; the largest demand was for 
swimmmg pools; 

DANGERS OF STREET PLAY. 

City streets have never been desirable playgrounds, and with the 
increase of swift and heavy traiEc their dangers are greater to-day 
than ever before. In Washington neither streets nor sidewalks — no 
part, in fact, of the area between building line and building line — 
may legally be used for play, under penalty of arrest. In the most 
closely built sections of the District 54 per cent of the area is thus 
officially closed to children. 

Practically, what happens to the children when adequate play 
space is not provided i Under the act for the preservation bi the 
public peace and the protection of property within the District of 
Columbia ' 655 of them were arrested as " criminals " and brought 
before the juvenile court from July 1, 1914, to June 30, 1915 ; in 
the year ended June 30, 1914, 975 were arrested. . 

The chief probation officer of the juvenile court is the authority for 
saying that most of the arrests of children for " unlawful assembly " 
are made in the second police precinct, which is a direct and obvious 
argument for more playgrounds. The second precinct is bounded 
by K Street on the south, Q Street on the north. Fifteenth Street on 
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the west, and First Street NE. on the east. In it were in 1913 more 
than 35,000 inhabitants, including over 6,500 children under 16 years 
of age. And, as has been shown in another section, this part of the 
city is pitifully lacking in play facilities. In the entire precinct, 
which covers about 1.5 square miles, are only three playgrounds ; tli« 
few Government reservations are mei-ely small triangles or parking!-. 

In that precinct most of the arrests of children for playing in the 
streets are made in the eastern half — between Seventh Street N"W. 
and First Street NE.. The reason is almost instantly apparent to aiiv 
one who knows the geography of that eastern half. Seventh Street 
is a narrow and intensely busy thoroughfare, lined with shops and 
stores, motion-picture theaters," and everything that goes to make a 
retail street. Crowdi'ng upon it from all sides are cross streets in 
which people live at the rate of 200 to 300 or more an acre. Scores of 
the shops in Seventh Street have family apartments above the fii-st 
floor. There are no front yards and scarcely any back yards worthy 
of the name in the business and semibusiness sections. Of the area 
46 per cent is in houses and 54 per cent in streets. Playgrounds are 
so scarce that the children play their games on' the streets, and the 
records of No. 2 police station show that merchants and householders 
are quick to invoke the law of unlawful assembly when the play of the 
children irritates them. • 

In the center of the city boys under 17 are sometimes arrested for 
standing in front of motion-picture theaters. It would seem that the; 
have to keep "moving on" in a region where there is nothing for 
them to move toward except more streets. Anyone who notices 
a boy or a girl standing still on the street may invoke the law of 
unlawful assembly and have that child taken to the juvenile court 
It is refreshing to learn from the records and from observation at the 
court that when the whole majesty and machinery of the law is "thus 
employed to break up play on the streets the guilty criminals are 
not subjected to the limit of punishment provided for in the act. 
Each, case is treated with a common-sense understanding of the situ- 
ation. 

Probation officers who have studied the child and street problem 
in Washington say that many arrests of newsboys for selling papers 
without a license are directly traceable to a lack of playgrounds. 
One probation officer said : " They want excitement of some sort, and 
selling 5 or 10 newspapers furnishes just the element of activity 
they seek. They would be oflf the streets and much better employed 
if there were more playgrounds." 

"The little street larcenies, thefts of bananas, peanuts, newspapers, 
and the other things that children ' swipe ' for excitement are in many 
cases also traceable to a lack of playgrounds," said another probation 
officer. " We have noticed that when some attention was given to a 
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Email boy who would steal small things, and he was taken to a 
playground and kept busy there, he refrained from all mischief." 
The restriction of children's play puts upon the community a 
special obligation to provide spaces where all children can legally 
play without danger to themselves and annoyance to others. So 
long as city n^ghborhoods are left barren of opportunity for safe 
and legitimate play, so long will high spirits and ingenuity and 
the normal boy's desire for activity involve tiie possibility of a court 
experience. 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF PUBLIC RECREATION. 

Of the three necessary elements of successful recreation — space, 
equipment, and leadership — ^leadership is perhaps the most impor- 
tant. The ability of tlie leader determines whether play space and 
play equipment will hold the interest of children accustomed to the 
irresponsibility of the street and the effortless pleasures of the motion 
pictures. This, at least, public recreation must accomplish. It must 
successfully compete with the various dangers and excitements of 
the streets and of commercialized recreation. If it renders this mini- 
mum service it justifies its claim on the community's purse. 

Public recreation should do more. It should stimulate self-expres- 
sion and afford the discipline of high-spirited team play. Under 
leaders who not only win the interest of children but have the skill 
and training to guide their activities the playground makes a con- 
tribution to the community no less definite, no less constructive than 
the schools. 

The space and equipment for children's recreation group them- 
selves roughly in three main divisions corresponding to three age 
groups : 

Little children less than 6 or 7 years old can not travel far from 
home, and in all districts where yards are not available for play at 
every doorstep there should be many small open spaces with benches 
for mothers and such simple equipment as sand boxes and shallow 
wading pools. Since these children rarely use a play space as much 
as one-quarter of a mile from home, the city should be dotted with 
small play retreats not more than one-half mile apart. Experi- 
ence has shown that the play space for little children should be 
distinct from that for older children; therefore, when the play- 
grounds for school children are not large enough to provide a comer 
for the exclusive use of little children, additional space or separate 
land should be provided. 

For children of the next age group — roughly, 7 or 8 to 12 or 13 
years old — play centers of a different type are needed. An open 
space, divided into two parts, one for boys and one for girls, is the 

74262°— 17 2 
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first requisite. Apparatus lor gymnastics and basket ball, a sinti 
diamond for playground ball, a swimming pool, and tennis courts u 
among the accepted types of equipment. Gardens, cultivated unde 
supervision, combine wholesome exercise and instraction and fon 
a valuable addition to a play center. All these depend for their dt 
velopment upon the ares available, and the more varied the activitie 
which can be carried on simultaneously the more useful the plar 
ground. These older children do not habitually go much more th*i 
half a mile to a playground, hence such playgrounds shotUd be do 
more than a mile apart. It is found desirable and economical t< 
have such play centers either on school grounds or adjacent to schoa 
buildings. In every playground which is not used in connection witi 
a school a shelter house for story-telling and indoor games is de 
sirable. 

For adolescents, whether in Uie upper grades, in the high schoc^ 
or at work, larger spaces and equipment for all sorts of athletic 
and outdoor games are needed, distinct fnnn tbe playgrounds ol 
younger children. For this type of athletic center distance from tbt 
homes is not so important a factor, but one such center ^lould tx 
easily accessible to every section of the community. These younj 
people and adults of all ages need recreation centers for dancing 
dramatics, games, clubs, lectures, and other indoor and evening 
activities. Indoor swimming pools arid gymnasiums are valuablt 
additions to any play center except the play spaces for little children. 

PUBLIC RECREATION FACILITIES AND THEIR 
ADMINISTRATION. 

The United States Government, the District government, and the 
public schools maintain three separate systems of recreation facilities 
in the District. 

The Chief of Engineers of the United States Army has exclusive 
charge of public parks and open land belonging to the Federal Gov- 
ernment. Federal park land in the District of Columbia is under a 
division of the Chief of Engineers' office known as the Office of 
Public Buildings and Grounds, and responsibility for maintenance of 
such recreation facilities as are provided in the Federal parks rests 
with the officer in charge. Tliese facilities include baseball diamonds, 
polo grounds, tennis courts, and space for other forms of outdoor 
sport. They are intended primarily for adults, and no play super- 
vision is undertaken by this office. 

The Commissioners of the District of Columbia are responsible 
for land belonging to the District and have assigned to the Dis- 
trict department of playgrounds the control of such District land as 
is used for municipal playgrounds. This department is also conduct- 
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liiiig supervised playgrounds on Federal land assigned by the Chief of 
Engineers ' and by the Interior Department,^ and on private land lent 
itfor public use.* The department of playgrounds has also had from 
,;:ime to time the use of one piece of school land for baseball.* The 
.total number of municipal playgrounds open during 1914 was 13, 
j-uid during 1916, 12." In addition the department has supervised 
[i, baseball on two fields. 

i„. The board of education is responsible by law for the use of land 
^^longing to the public schools, and the board has placed under the 
.,;^charge of the director of physical training in the public schools the 
iidetails of equipment and supervision of play in school yards." Super- 
i^vised playgrounds in school yards are maintained for six weeks in 
ijthe summer; 17 were open during the summer of 1914 and 20 during 
the summer of 1916.' 

^ Each year since 1909 Congress has appropriated $900 or $1,000 for 
ijgrading and equipping for play 6 additional school yards; it also* 
gijirovides for the maintenance and repair of apparatus. Up to the 
(jpresent time (summer of 1916) 60 school yards (44 white and 16 
iii(colored) have been equipped from these appropriations. In addi- 
ction, 6 school yards (4 white and 2 colored) have been equipped from 
j private funds. The appropriation does not, however, cover the cost 
J of salaries for play supervisors. The expenses of the 20 summer 
[.playgrounds in school yards are therefore largely met by private 
1. subscriptions. Teachers in the schools are employed as play leaders, 
and their work, although paid partly from private funds, is under 
the direction of the school director of physical training. 

The president of the board of education, the president of the Dis- 
trict Commissioners, and the officer in charge of public buildings and 
{[grounds act as an ex officio committee on recreation for cooperation 
Ij and consultation upon matters involving a joint policy. 

Facilities for little children's play. — Washington had in 1913 more 
u than 100,000 children and young people under 20 years of age. 
■^ Twenty-nine thousand were children under 5 years of age, and at 

! > Bloom ingdile. Willow Tree Park, Garfleld Park, and Virginia Avenne PlaygronndB. 

AIbo supervised baseball (no equlpmeat) at Reservation 19, Sixth and L Streets 8E. 
« Howard Plajgrotind. 
: • GaUinger, Moont PleBsant. New lorlt Areoue, and Wllcoi Plafsronods. Also anper- 
i; vised baseball on Bmce dlamoDd. 

*0ti Mine block with Henry School enmrner plsfgrouod. Not used by plajgronnd de- 
i partment, summer of 1616. 
^ >8aiaBieT of 1BI6: Twelte municipal playBioiuids — nine tor white cbRilreit aad tbrea 

for colored cblldren. Alto two athletic Belds and two play stations. See pace 05. 
' 'At a meettng ot the board of education In September, 1916, tbe following motion 

treralled : " That the board of education grant the supervisor of manlclpal playgroiuids 

the use of all school gratmdB not operated by the schools, to be used as play centers for 
' tbe children of the District, with the understanding that arraDgementB mast be made 

with school authorities for aaleniardlng bulldlOKs opened In whole or In part." 

' Sumnii-r ot 1616: Fifteen superrlaed school playsnnuida for vihlte children and Ave 



La,i.ido,C.OOglc 



20 FACILITIES FOB CHILDREN'S PLAY, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

least another 5,000 were 5 or 6 years old. In the old city, when 
two-thirds of these children lived, the streets and squares give the 
appearance of abundant space, but there are large areas in the old 
city and in some of the thickly settled neighborhoods beyond its 
boundaries where little children must depend on doorstep and side- 
walk for their play. As already noted, sidewalk play in WashingtoD 
is forbidden by law. Open squares without benches are useless to 
mothers and nurs^ with their charges, and carefuliy tended dirub- 
bery and lawns a!nd flower beds do not invite the older babies' play. 

Seven of the open squares have sand boxes.' Sand boxes are pro- 
vided on each of the 12 District playgrounds and 20 school siumner 
playgrounds also, but except at the Bosedale, Bloomingdale, George- 
town, Howard, and Cardozo Playgrounds space is too limited to 
permit of seclusion from the more active play of older children. 
Equipment for little children such as was formerly offered in the Zoo 
-Park and is planned in Potomac Park would add to the attractive- 
ne£s of the parks for family excursions, but could never serve the 
daily needs of mothers and little children other than the few whose 
homes overlook these parks. 

The distances are great between the seven play centers for small 
children in open squares. Existing spaces for rest in the open air 
for mothers and quiet play for little children are plainly inadequate 

FacUitiea for play for children of school age. — The next age group 
for which exact population figures are available shows 48,000 children 
between 5 and 14 years. Some of these children are younger and 
some are older than those for whom the playgrounds are primarily 
adapted.^ But since Washington's play facilities for little children 
and for young people are inadequate, the playgrounds are actuallv 
used by children even younger and older than the 48,000 in this age 
group. 

The District offers three types of play spaces adapted to the tastes 
and needs of children 6 to 13 years old; 

1. Sixty -six* of the schools have play spaces around the build- 
ings, with simple play equipment, but in 46 of these no leadership is 
provided. Attendance in these unsupervised school yards is negli- 
gible in summer or outside of regular school hours, and many of 
them are too small to serve the children of the neighborhood even 
if they did come. 

>LeI«;ette Square, FrankUo Sqoare, and BeservatioD 10 at K and Slitb Streets 8E. 
In 1914. To these have since been added WasUoston Circle, DupoDt Circle, Jadieiary 
Square, and Stanton Square. 

■During the Bcbool rear ended June 30, 191G, 38,T3T children were enrolled Id the 
flrst all grades □( tbe public BchoolB. 0( theiw, 26,058 were white and 12,681 were 
colored. Report of the Board o( Educallon to the CommlHuloners of the ItlBtrk-t of 
Columbia, 191*-15, p. 50. 

'Summer ol 1810; Forty-eight white and IS colored. School year 1914-15: Thlrtj- 
nine white and 15 colored. 
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2. Twenty of the larger school yards are open for six weeks in- 
summer, with play leaders and instruction.' 

3. Twelve municipal playgrounds are open, with supervision, for 
10 months of the year.^ 

During the six summer weeks, therefore, wfien the school yards 
are in use, there are 32 centers of supervised play for children of 
grade-school age, 24 for white children and 8 for colored. Fourteen 
of the white playgrounds and 5 of the colored playgrounds are in the 
20 health districts of the old city and must meet the needs of some 
30,000 children," many of whom are more thfen half a mile from any 
playground. 

Accurate estimates of the number of different children who are in 
the habit of using playgrounds are extremely difficult to make. 
Special records were kept during the year 1914 for this study.* The 
District playgrounds estimated an average weekly attendance of 7,410 
different children during the summer weeks and of 10,084 different 
children during the spring and fall. It is admitted, however, that 
this is an overestimate, since the same child may have been entered 
more than once during the week. The school summer playgrounds 
used a different method of checking attendance, and the director es- 
timates that in 1914 the number of different children using the play- 
grounds ea<^ week averaged 4,871. During that summer there were 
in all 13 playgrounds for white and 4 for colored children within the 
20 health districts of the original city, for which these estimates show 
an average weekly attendance of 6,111 white children and 1,247 col- 
ored children. In other words, with the most generous interpreta- 
tion of the attendance figures, the facilities in use in 1914 within the 
boundaries of the old city were used by less than one-third of the 
20,647 white children 5 to 14 years old, and about 1 in 8 of the 9,602 
colored children of the same ages living in these districts.' 

It seems plain that the play needs of the city's children are not 
met The 12 municipal playgrounds (summer of 1916) are scattered 
through the city from Rosedale to Georgetown and from Mount 
Pleasant to Virginia Avenue SE., but the distances between them 
are long; and even in summer, when the school playgrounds are open, 

■Summer of 1S18: Fifteen white and five eolored. Summer of 1914: Twelve wblte 
and Sve colored. 

> Summer of 1916 ; Nloe irhlte and three colored. Summer of 1014 : Ten white and 
three colored. 

■Health dlatrlcts 1 to 20 show population 5 to 14 jettn. Inclusive, 2D,64T whlM and 
9,603 colored. 

' See tables, pp. 6S, 66. 

■Since then <ln 1816) a new colored plBrground haa heen opened at Willow Tree 
Park, IncreaalDK by a few hnndred the number of children reached by public play faclll- 
tlea In aontbweat Washington. A few ol the colored children oa the northern edie of 
tbe original city are provided for by the Howard Playsround, nbioh Is not quite half a 
mile beyond Florida Avenne. Two additional school enmmet playgroands for white 
children have been opened In tb» original city at the Force School and the Bryan Sdiool 
In northweat and Mntheast Waahlngton, teapecUvely. 
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many hundreds of homes are beyond the half-mile radius that a 
playground can effectively Berve. 

In addition to its 12 regular playgrounds the municipal play- 
ground department opened during the summer of 1916 two " play 
stations" on vacant lots in thickly populated neighborhoods not 
within reach of an equipped playground. These lots had naturally 
become gathering places for the children, and directors were sent 
with balls, bats, bean bags, ropes., etc., to play games with the ybang- 
sters. These play stations were at Second and G Streets NE. and at 
Tenth and K Streets *KE. The average daily attendance was 
about 150. 

Good story-telling is considered such an important feature in the 
education of the child that at certain times, when it is too hot for 
strenuous sport, a special teacher is employed to go from one play- 
ground to another telling stories. These include folk stories, hero 
stories, and fairy tales of all lands, so used that the child may get 
the best in literature of every age and natitm as well as <H)e ex- 
ample of tlie beauty of dictitm in the language of the story-teller. 
The stories give the child who may be hampered either by lack of 
books at home or of initiative in reading a literary background and 
they are of great help in arousing interest in forms of play that 
stimulate the imagination and encourage dramatics and pageantry. 
So interested are children in the story hour that it is not unusual to 
see 40 or 50 gathered around the playground worker. 

A playground feature of great constructive worth, earned an. in 
scho(d and city playgrounds, is the industrial work taught by the 
play leaders. Every child since the beginning of time has wanted to 
make something in imitation of his elders — mud pies or block 
houses or railroads or boats of sticks. This, imitative instinct in 
children is taken advantage of, to their great pleasure and proGt, 
by the industrial classes on 'the playgrounds. In the season which 
closed in October, 1914, 3,500 children in the city playgrounds and 
1,700 in the school playgrounds were taught something of sewing, 
embroidery, carpentry, gardening, or basket work. School gar- 
dens have been started for the boys in the upper grades during the 
school term at a few schools and they have been open for both boys 
and girls during vacation. These vacation gardens have depended 
largely on private contributions and have been limited by lack of 
funds and of suitable land. 

During the summer of 1914 two classes were held on school play- 
grounds for children retarded in their studies, and 95 per cent of 
them were promoted on i-eturning to school in the fall. 

Facilities for -play for young people. — ^The District playgronnd 
department has t«nnis courts or a basket-ball field or both in all its 
playgrounds. Four of the white playgroundij csn arrange for track 
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athletics by suspending other activites. At 2 playgrounds (Rose- 
dale and Cardozo) there is a full-sized baseball diamond and soccer 
football field, but only one of these larger playgrounds lies in a 
congested section. No other playgrounds but Georgetown and 
Bloomingdale can give space to older children without sacrificing, 
the needs of those under 14 years of age. 

This department supervises baseball and soccer football on 2 
fields used by boys caily. These are distinct from the 12 regular 
playgrounds and the 2 " play stations," and are provided with no 
equipment except a baseball diamond. The fields used in this way 
during the summer of 1916 w«re the Federal reservation at Fifth and 
L Streets SE. and vacant land belonging to the public schools at 
Seventh and O Streets NW.' The fields were well patronized by 
older boys who played after working hours; but though the largest 
Attendance came after 3 o'clock in the afternoon, the fields were in 
constant uee throughout the day. 

Already, with the inadequate facilities at band, soccer, baseball, 
tennis, and croquet tournaments have been held. A spring athletic 
meet has been organized, which has depended on the courtesy of a 
private association for the use of a field, since no public land is 
available. Tliat the children enjoy these playground activities is 
indicated by the number of games played under supervision of the 
department of playgrounds of the District of Coliunbia — in 1914, 
3,3£4 basket-ball games, 44 soccer games, 11,347 croquet games, and ' 
147,955 tennis gamea 

For athletic purposes the public schools have been grouped into 
eight divisions, each having as a center a municipal playground, 
where toams representing the schools in baseball and soccer for boys 
and basket ball for girls play for the playground division champiim- 
ships each year. The winners of the divisiwi championships in 
soccer and baseball comp^ for the champioo^p of the city. These 
c<Hitest8 are carefully supervised and hi^ standards of sportsman- 
ship are maintained. 

During the summer interplayground leagues are maintained in 
various hranches of sport in which 2,500 growing boys and youths 
participate. If spaces were provided for them, many thousands 
more could be reached and would enjoy, the benefits of tennis courts, 
baseball diamonds, and football and basket-ball fields. 

Washington had in 1913 in the entire city about 26,000 young 
people between 15 and 19 years of age, boys and girls who have out- 
grown playground intwests and need space and equipment for ten- 
nis, baeeball, soccer, football, basket ball, and track athletics. To 
these must be added children in the seventh and eighth grades whose 
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recreational interests resemble those of the older rather than those 
of the younger group. In 1914^15 about 14,000 young people wer« 
enrolled in the higher grades of the puli^c-school system.^ At pres- 
ent high-school athletic contests are held on borrowed fields and 
occasionally the diamonds on the Ellipse are used for high-school 
ball games. For practice work near their schools the boys are 
dependent on vacant lots. 

An athletic field for hi^-school students has been opened sdnce 
1914 in Georgetown at the Western High School, and a new and 
more complete athletic center will be opened in connection with the 
new Central High. There is, however, no large field available at 
any other high school. The 8 school gymnasiums' do not meet the 
needs of all the vocational schools and of the grade schools through- 
out the city. 

The spaces controlled by the Office of Public Buildings and 
Grounds offer a considerable range of opportunity for recreaticHL 
Nineteen tennis courts are maintained in Potomac Park and 3 in 
Montrose Park.' Permits are issued to individuals upon application 
and to various religious and business associations and high-8cho(d 
organizations, and the courts are in constant use. 

Twelve baseball diamonds are provided — i on the EUipse and 8 on 
the Monument Grounds. It is estimated that 800 persons play on 
these grounds each month of the season. As in the case of the trainis 
courts, the number of applicants far exceeds the available acoommo- 
dations. 

There is one 3-hole golf practice course in Potomac Park, with 
about 25 permits for use outstanding during the season. Two polo 
fields in Potomac Park provide for about six games per month be- 
tween May and October, which 13,000 visitors attended in 1916. The 
one croquet court in Montrose Park is being used to a considerable 
extent, clubs having been formed for the game. One football ground 
in Potomac Park and a running track in the Monument Grounds are 
available for those who are not high-school students, and permission 
is granted for the use of the open space in Potomac Park during 
the fall months.* About 200 persons a month avail themselves of 
this privilege. 

> Id the BCTenth and elgbth gradex, high Bchoota, Tocatlonal scboolH. and normal 
BohoolB of the District the enrollment whb 10,861 white Btud«DtB and 8,977 colored 
BtudeDts ol both sexes. Beport ol the. Board ol Bducstlon to tbe ConunlsBloliera of th« 
District ot Columbia. 1914-16. pp. BO. SI. 

■ WUeon Marmal, Mloei Normal, Bualnesa Bigb, Central Hlsb, Bastem High, Weateni 
High, M Street High. Armatrong Manual Training. Two additional synmaBiamB htn 
been opened In the new Central Hlgb and the Dunbar High School. 

> Summer of 1010 : The nnmber of tennis courts nnder the Office of Public BnlldlnKa and 
Grounda has been Increased to 85, Inclading 12 at Heni7 Park, Sixth and D Streets NW., 
and 1 at Garfield Park SE. Over 7,000 persons used tbe courts during tbe annunei 
of 1910. 

* Appropriation has been made (or an athletic center wltb flrids ot all kinds, a abeltei 
bouse, and boattag facilities In Elast Potomac Park. It Is boped to connect tUa wltb tbe 
toatbwest district b; terry. 
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When the ice is sufficiently thick for skating on the Tidal Basin, 
large areas are cleared of snow and supervised to avoid danger. 

In all of Washington, with its 75,000 young people 5 to 19 years 
of age, only 7 public swimming pools are now provided. The new 
CentraJ High School adds an eighth pool, which, unlike the others, 
will he available the year round.' 

Three pools are on the Georgetown, Howard, and Rosedale Play- 
grounds. The 4 pools on the Monument Grounds, popularly knovra 
as the Municipal Bathing Beach, are also managed by the District 
playground department and are open at specified hours for men and 
boys and for women and girls. 

Even more slight has been public provision in Washington for in- 
door recreation. Since March, 1915, however, the use of public- 
school buildings as neighborhood centers has been specifically per- 
mitted by law. A few school buildings have been widely used by the 
people in their neighborhoods for various unofficial activities, notably . 
the Grover Cleveland School, the Elizabeth V. Brown School at 
Chevy Chase, the Wilson Normal School, the Eaton School at Cleve- 
land Park, the Lucretia- Mott School, and the Cardozo School. Lec- 
tures are given, civic organizations and neighborhood clubs hold 
meetings, and occasionally there are motion pictures or dancing. But 
in general it appears that, apart from social organizations among 
high-school students, the neighborhood activities at the schools have 
been of interest to parents rather than to young people. The gym- 
nasium at the Wilson Normal is the only one of the school gym- 
nasiums which has been open for special classes outside of school 
hours. The need of wholesome indoor and evening recreation for 
young people and adults is not met by the present use of school 
buildings and their meager provision for dancing, gymnastics, dra- 
matics, and young people's clubs. 

VOLUNTARY PROVISION FOR RECREATION. 

Various voluntary associations, religious and social groups. Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, and Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. 
for both colored and white contribute to the recreational activities of 
the city.' Any endeavor, however, to measure their extent results in 

' Foar Indoor swimming pools are open In connectton with Toluntary organisations. 

'The toUowlns organliatloDB have been reported as offering faellltlea tor recreation: 
AlUance Bonae, Carroll InBtltnte. Friendship Bonne, Lindsay House (colored), Nelghbor- 
bood HouBe, Noel Honse, Satterlee Honse (colored), Sodal Settlement (colored). The 
Center (colored), T. M. C. A., T. M. C. A. (colored), Y. W. C. A., T. W. C. A. (colored), 
Y. W. H. A. (since IB14). In addition there are ETmnaBiiimB, social entertainments, 
or opportunities for dancing la halls connected with varlons ohDrcbes. Where such uaett 
have been reported for parish halls they are Indicated In the Intenatve studies of bealtb 
diatrlcts. 
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numerous difficulties. In the first place, these activities are likely to 
shade off into others having a different motive or purpose. What 
may be emphasized in one organization as a distinct recreational 
feature may be far surpassed by an unrecorded activity in another. 
Attempts to obtain daily attendance figures from several of the most 
prominent institutions in the city failed absolutely for various rea- 
sons — chiefly because no records were kept A membership of ap- 
proximately 1,500 young people between 12 and 18 years of age was 
reported by the Boy Scouts and Camp Fire Girls. (It is estimated 
by the Boy Scouts officials that there are 25,000 young people of scout 
age in the city.) 

The great outstanding fact in regard to these voluntary organiza- 
tions is that they afford indisputable testimony to the eagerness of 
young people to take advantage of every opportunity for innocent 
amusement. They are attempting to meet from private resources a 
great demand for play which has a legitimate claim on the resources 
of the community. However generous the facilities for play which 
they may provide, they will scarcely meet all the varied needs of a 
city's population. Great parks for athletics and properly distributed 
playgrounds for little children, clean swimming pools and well- 
equipped gymnasiums available for aU and free from any st^^estion 
of charitable bounty can be planned and equipped only fr<Mn the 
common purse of the community. When ultimately the community 
provides the adequate equipment for play the social aetivtties of 
each of these voluntary agencies will afford a valuable nucleus from 
which there will develop among the young people of the city a whole- 
some human use of that equipment. 

The Young Men's Christian Associations, the Young Women's 
Christian Associations, the settlements, and other volunteer organiza- 
tions offer athletic training and sorial entertainment Their activi- 
ties also include social and civic clubs for young people, playgrounds 
for children, swimming tanks and gymnasiums, and summer camps 
outside the city. 

The Bc^ Scouts and the Camp Fire Girls in Washington are a part 
of these nation-wide movements which are endeavoring to popularize 
outdoor life and to give skill in all sorts of woodcraft The tests, 
examinations, and standards of ethics which lead by successive steps 
from the tenderfoot scout degi-ee to the first-class scout degree are 
the same here as dsewhere. Washington had, in 1914, 120 first-class 
scouts, whose average age was 15 years. The " merit badge " system 
of the Boy Scout organization has drawn out the best efforts of 
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hundreds of boys wh» were intereeted in the various activities for 
which these badges are given.> 

In al! social activities for young people requiring adult leader- 
ship, whether Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, social-settlement clubs, or 
T. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. work, it has been recently said that 
the questi<H) is not a boy and a girl question, but a man and a woman 
question — the question of securing adult leadership. The more tech- 
nical the work of the organization the greater is the difficulty of se- 
curing leaders. 

It is a truism, therefore, to point out that the development of all 
sorts of wholesome play is limited not by the lack of eager young 
persons but by the lack of leaders and of facilities. 

COMMERCIAL BECREATION.' 

Washington is well supplied with motion-picture and vaudeville 
shows, dance halls, pool rooms, and bowling alleys. These are all 
legitimate types of recreation, yet they can be conducted in such a 
way as to constitute a hazard to young people. 

Licenses were issued during the year from November, 1914, to 
November, 1915, to 81 motion-picture establishments in the District 
of Cohimbia, or one for every 4,200 persons. All of these houses 
are inspected by the fire and building departments. 

'The following list of EDbJects end the DDmber of badges awarded In WaahliiBtoD ts 

HUggestlve SB Bhowlng the breadth of Interest amoag WaBhlngton bo;a ; 

Agricnitura 1 Chemistry S Horsemanship i Physical develop- 

A^tUag 1 Clvi« la Interpreting 3 mml 1 

Aruiilectuie. 1 ConMrraCiui t Invention 3 Pioneering IQ 



CooUng 31 Leather worldaE Ifl PluntUiw... 

rw-n w,_ ^. .... — :_- ,. —iltrySmi 



Astrmomy 11 Cradamanship SI LiCesaving 34 raultrrbmilng... 

AtUetl™ U Cyellne 31 Wachloery 13 Printing. 

AulomoldUng 3 Dairving l UarksmanBhip. 27 Public health.. 

Aviatton t Electrlrfty 11 Masoniy 38 Bchotanhlp.... 

Beefarmlng 8 FiremaniJiip 78 Husic • a_.i_. — 

Blacksmitaiig. 8 Plrataid S3 Omithol(«y... 

Budding 13 First aid to animals ■ > Fainting 

Bodmn 11 Forestry IS Fathflndlng. . . 

CBm[4ng 34 Oardenlng 18 FersonalhealtL 

Carpentry 34 Handicralt 01 Photography... 

TbcM were the flKarea tor 1914. At that time Washington had also 14 eagle Bconta. 
S lite and star BcontB, and 3 bODOC-medal acoata. 

■The saloon offers a different problem which tiardly mmee within the eeope ot this 
dlacasslan, alnce the excise law, effecttve November 1, 1014, bas Bepentted the saloon trom 
the bnBlnesB of play. " No licensee • • • except In the case of hotels, testanrants, 
and clubs shall permit the playing ot pool oi bUliards, or any other gamea whaterec, 
ta tbe room wtere anch Uqoors are told or dmnk, or In any adJolDlns or Intercommnni- 
catlQg room ; nor shall be. except Id tbe case of hotels, restaarants, and dabs, permit 
the playing of muBlc or theatricals of any kind, or prorlde other amnsements In his 
place of baalneBa or In connection thetewtth." [87 Stat. L.. cb. ISO. p. 1008, par. 
14 (act ot Mar. 4, 1913). J The sale of llqDor to any minor Is prohibited, and the pres- 
CDce of a minor nndiT IH In a place where llqaors are sold In forbidden by the same 
law. l^e locatlun of £94 of the SOO li(«nsed barrooBii is shown In tbe charts, pp. 
3S to S». 
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Out of 260 films inspected in the course «f this study, 99 -were 
comedy scenes or farce, 68 were romantic, 51 showed crimes as main 
features of the stories, 23 were educational, and 7 were adveutureb, 
while 2 could not be classified. Virtue is generally triumphant, and 
the criminal always meets an unhappy end ; but many parents feel 
that less emphasis should be placed on the criminal incidents. The 
accurate portrayal of a burglar blowing open a safe may be an 
object lesson to some impressionable boy with adventurous tenden- 
cies. Tn the old days the dime novel was condemned because it was 
believed to teach crime, and ^e cheaper melodrama always had a 
villain who, before his capture, taught a few tricks of his trade to 
the aspiring young gangster. These, however, were mere child'^ 
play in comparison with the photographic dramas of to-day. In 
some way parents and children should be assured that the play is 
clean and proper for them to see. 

The figures obtained by a survey of 73 of the motion-picture 
houses and shown in the appendix' give a result which is equivalent 
to an attendance once a week of every person in Washington. A 
fairly accurate survey showed that the average daily attendance was 
44,088. Counting all under 18 years as minors, it was found (con- 
trary to the usual impression) that adults were far in the lead, with 
35,858 a day, the minors showing a daily "movie" strength of 8,230. 
Of the total, 39,416 were white, 2,740 colored; the remainder were 
not reported separately. The adult whites numbered 32^42. tJnder 
18 years, the white boys and girls numbered 7,174 and the colored 640. 

The schools have tried to encourage the presentation of educational 
films at the theaters by arranging for groups of children to attend. 
Good films are also ^own occasdonally at a few school buildings out- 
side of school hours, and by a few of the volunteer agencies which 
cwiduct social activities. 

Public dances in Washington are generally organized by a club 
or other association. During the season 1914-15 the number of 
public dances averaged about 35 a week, with an average weekiv 
attendance of 5,556 persons. The admission fees amounted to $1,310 
a week, or $44,202 for the dancing seastm. 

At 14 halls and 4 open-air parks holding annual licenses for the 
year beginning November 1, 1914, public dances were held more or 
less regularly. Such an annual license costs $100 and involves annual 
inspection of fire escapes and of the building generally. Miscel- 
laneous dances of public or, more frequently, semipublic character 
are held at irregular intervals in some 50 other halls. I^ese other 
halls are required by law to take out a special license of $3 for 
each dance except when the dance is for a chureh or sc»ne charitable 
purpose. 
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Perhaps the most significant type of gathering showing the need 
for inexpensive or free opportunity for orderly social gatherings is 
what is sometimes Imown as the "cottage dance," a semipublic affair 
in a small private house where the participants pay for music and 
bring refredmients. As an instance of the crowded quarters in 
which these dances are held, it was noted that at a single typical 
gathering in a winter evening 50 people were dancing in two small 
rooms. The value of -additional assembly rooms available for neigh- 
borhood use as civic and social centers is obvious. 

Pool and billiard rooms and bowling alleys play a comparatively 
small part in the recreation facilities of Washington. Only 177 such 
places were in operation ia 1915, as many went out of business under 
the new excise law which prohibits their operation in connection with 
saloons. Of these places, 12 were bowling alleys are 13 were bowling 
alleys in connection with billiard and pool rooma 

The attendance at pool and billiard rooms was about 43,289 a week. 
The largest attendance reported at any one place was 6,000 a week, 
the anallest was 30, and the average, 385. In 81 pool rooms regular 
patrons were said to attend five times a week. The condition of the 
rooms was reported as good, and in oa\y 9 was the sanitation poor. 
The attendance at bowling alleys on the day of inspection was 275. 
The only two ccnnmercial alleys acknowledging attendance of minors 
claimed 100 boys and 60 boys a week, respectively. 

The need of noncommercial bowling alleys and pool tables has been 
recognized, and a few have been provided by volunteer social centers 
and the Y. M. C. A. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

In view of the necessity for some concerted action in developing 
recreation facilities in the District, an ex officio commi^on has 
already been formed, as has been seen, of the lieads of the three ad- 
ministrative bodies now responsible for public play, namely, the 
president of the board of education, the president of the District 
Commissioners, and the officer in charge of public buildings and 
grounds. Pending a time when a single department may take the 
centralized responsibility for recreation in the District this report 
suggests, in addition to this ex officio commission, an advisory com- 
mittee as the most practicable means for securing a presentation of 
popular opinion and an intelligent public interest in the balanced 
development of recreation plans. 

It is suggested, therefore, that the ex officio board appoint nine 
representative citizens, men and women, who shall serve as an unpaid 
advisory committee and »hnll report to the ex officio board in the 
month of May of each year recommendations for the further develop- 
ment and greater effectiveness of recreation facilities. 



Ly,l.cd,,CA)OglC 



D„i„db,Googlc 



FACILITTES FOB CHILDBEN 's PLAY, DlBrSlCT OP COLUMBIA. 31 

available for adults and young people who are npt high-schoo! stu- 
dents and who do not live within easy reach of existing and pro- 
posed facilities. But in this case again existing public land will not 
adequately meet the situation. For example, an athletic field for 
adults and young people not enrolled in any school is urgently 
needed in the now closely built sections north of Florida Avenue and 
east of Eleventh Street where no public land is available. 

No athletic field is available at present for colored young i>eopIe 
except a baseball diamond on the Monument Grounds. It is most 
desirable that athletic facilities be provided near the new Dunbar 
High School, and as there is no suitable piece of public land in that 
neighborhood land should be purchased for this purpose. 

Purchase of the Patterson tract {in health district 30) has been 
frequently urged as an important addition to the park system of the 
District. This report concurs in recommending its purchase as 
affording not only part area but land admirably situated for play 
retreats, playgrounds, and athletic fields. 

Snow Court (in health district 3) is recognized as an insanitary 
alley which ought to be cleared out. A playground and athletic field 
in this general neighborhood are greatly needed, and if Snow Court 
were purchased and made into a cwnplete recreation center a double 
purpose would be served. Similar treatment of alleys in other 
neighborhoods where recreation facilities are inadequate might also 
be considered. 

Additional clearing out at the Willow Tree Park Playground is 
desirable, in order to open a generous space toward the street at one 
side of the present area. 

Additicmal provision should be made for swimming. Kot only 
should there be more outdoor swimming pools for summer use but 
indoor swimming rfiould be available for all. A public natatorium 
could be erected in some central location and an indoor recreation 
center with gymnasium and swimming pool placed at the Willow 
Tree Park Playground. In a city in this latitude, with the peculiar 
heat of Washington, ample provision for public baths and swimming 
is absolutely necessary to health. 

The new recreation center which is to be opened in the eastern 
part of Potomac Park will give an anchorage for small boats. At 
other places convenient to the different sections of the city boathouses 
with nominal charges might be provided. Also, at two suitable 
places on the water fronts 'of southwest and southeast Washington 
small waterside parks with recreation pavilions would be of service. 
The experience of all cities in the United States has shown that the 
demand for use of all available water facilities steadily increases. 
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iw applying to indoor and outdoor establi^ments, respectively, the 
Bcords of the license bureau make the following classifications : 

Theaters. 

Motion-picture theaters. 

Public halls other than motion-picture theaters. 

Public parks with motion pictures. 

Other public pu-ks. 
These are shown in the charts and intensive studies under three 
leadings — theaters, motion pictures (combining indoor and out- 
loor), and dance halls (both indoor and outdo(H-). It should be 
loted that the annual license for a public hall or a public park in- 
ludes the privilege of maintaining public dances, but only such 
>f these licensed halls and parks as were known to be used f c^ dances 
ire shown with dance-hall symbol. 

Amusement places licensed as shooting galleries or as slot-machine 
istablishments are also included in the studies of the districts in 
vhich they are found. 

Halls taking out occadonal $3 licenses for public dances are not 
jicluded in the chartsjtnd summary of facilities. 
' The location of each establishment holding a barroom license 
inder the excise law is indicated. The license records are uniform 
for such licenses whether issued to hotels, restaurants, clubs, or 
saloons. The same symbol is therefore used for all barroom licenses, 
md no attempt is made to distinguish among the types of places for 
whidi they are issued. 

A few of the commercial recreation establishments and barrooms 
were outside of the chartered districts. 

Charted. Not cbarted. 
Dance halls 15 8 



Pool rooiDs or bowling alleys-. 



Motion pictures 79 



The following general recommendations should be borne in mind 
in considering the specific recommendations given in the following 
studies of health districts. 

It is recommended that the existing summer playgrounds in school 
yards be opened throughout the year for supervised play before and 
after school on every school day and on other days from 9 a. m. 
until dark. 

It is recommended that all other school yards which now have play 
equipment be opened throughout the year for supervised play, and 
that all unequipped school yards of sufficient size to serve as neigh- 
borhood playgrounds be equipped and made available. 

It is recommended that the use of school buildings as recreation 
centers be further developed. 

,4262--17— 3 c,„.cUo,C,OOglc 
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HEALTH DISTRICT NO. 1. 

Lrea, exclusive of streets, 178.2 acres. 

vocation and boundaries: 

Northwest. M Street on south, Bock Creek on west, Florida 
Avenue on north, and Fifteenth Street on east. 
?optaati(m, 18440 : 

White, 11,755— | Colored, 6,385— 

Under 20__ 2,413 Under 20 1,343 

20andover 9,348 | 20 and over 5,042 

Alley population ; White, 86 ; colored, 226. 
density per acre, 101.7: 

Number of blocks with density of — 

300 and over '. 1 

200 to 299 1 

150 to 199 J 3 

VIortality rate, 12.62 : 

White ^- 10.64 I Street 12. 19 

Colored 16.29 | AUey 42.14 

Schools: 

White, 3— I Colored, 3— 

1 without equipped yard. I 2 without equipped yards. 
1 with equipp»l yard. I 1 with summer playground.^ 
1 with summer play- 
ground.* 1 
Recreation facilities, noncommercial : 

Sand piles in Dupont Circle (since 1914). 
Commercial recreation: 

8 pool rooms or bowling alleys. 
2 motion-picture theaters. 
4 barrooms. 
lEecommendationfl : 

I For little children's play retreat, ih» -ptutbaat of land in the 
northeastern part of distnct 1 of > ncathweetern put ot dis- 
trict 5. 
In district 1 (or 2) , for play retreat and playground, the par- 
chase of land west of Connecticut Avenue. 
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HEALTH DISTRICT NO. 3. 

Lrea, exclusive of streets, 102.7 acres. 

Location and boundaries: 

Northwest. New York Avenue, E Street, Mid Virginia Avenue 
on south, Rook Creek on west, PennE^lvania Avenue on north, 
and Seventeenth Street on east. 

Population, 10,292: 

White, 6,880— . I Colored, 3,412— 

Under 20 1,904 Under 20 1,024 

20 and over 4,9T6 | 20 and over 2,388 

Alley population: White, 7; colored, 688. 

Xtenaity per acre, 100J2 : 

Xumber of blocks with density of — 

300 and over None. 

200 to 299 8 

150 to 199 ^ 8 



Mmtality rate, 19:53 : 

Whit© 18.02 [ Street , 

Colored 22.56 | Alley.. 



Schools: 

White, 2— I Colored, 1— 

1 without equipped yard. 1 wltbont equipped yard. 

1 with equipped yard. | 

Recreation facilities, noncommercial : 
Gallinger Playground, municipaL' 
Y. M. C. A., 1796 G Street. 

Conunercial reereatioii : 

2 pool rooms or bowling alleys 
5 barrooma 

Becommendations : 

For playground and athletic field, Snow Court to be purchased 
and cleared out. * 

raOTMl ta diatrlct 4, mrbteh adJidBH thin district OD the 
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HEALTH DISTBICT NO. 6. 

,.rea, exclusive of streets, 177.4 acres. 

vocation and boundaries : 

Northwest. Bhode Island Avenue on south, Fifteenth Street <hi 
-west, Florida Avenue on north, and Seventh Street on east 

i*opulatioii, 18,565: 
White, 8,064— 

Under 20 2,012 

20 and over 6,052 



Colored, 10,501— 

Under 20 

20 and over.. 



Alley population : White, 22 ; colored, 1^. 

Density per acre, 104.6 : 

Number of blocks with denaty of — 

300 and over 1 

200 to 299 4 

150 to 199 12 

Mortality rate, 19.66: 

White 17.11 I 

Colored 21.62 | 



Street 19. 12 

Alley 81.88 

Ct^ored, 4 — 

2 without equipped yards. 
2 with equipped ysrds.^ 



Schools : 

White, 5— 

8 without equipped 

yards. 
1 with equipped yard. 
1 with summer play- 
ground. 

Recreation facilities, noncommercial: 

Colored Y. M. C. A., Twelfth north of S Street. 
Playground at St. Paul's Church, Fifteenth and V Streets. 

Commercial recreation: 
2 dance halls. 

9 pool rooms or bowling alleys. . 
6 motion-picture theaters. 
11 barrooms. 

Recommendations : 

For large playground, the purchase of land. 

I Yard, equipped since 1918-14. Is shared br Oainet and PattcrBon. 
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HEALTH OISnUCT NO. 7. 

Area, excIiiBTe of streets, 140.9 acrea 

Xfocaticai and boundaries: 

Northwest. Miaaouri Avenne (between Third and Sixth Streets) 
and B Street on soiith, Fifteenth Street on west, New York 
Avenue on north, Seventh Street between New York Avenue 
and G Street, Fifth Street between G and D- Streets, John 
Marshall Place between D street and Pennsylvania Avenue, 
and Third Street between Pennsylvania and Missouri Avenues 
on east. 

Population, 8,246: 

White, 7,593— I Colored, 6fi2— 

Under 20 ,.._ 1,083 tinder 20 , 103 

20 and over 6,510] 20 and over 549 

Alley population: "White, 27; colored, 82. 

Density per acre, 58.5 : 

Number of blocks with density of — 

300 and over 1 None. 

200 to 299 ,.. 1 

150 to 199 .. None. 

Mortality rate, 21.47: 

White 19.62 I Street 21.50 

Colored-. , . 42.94 1 Alley 18.34 

Schools : 

White, 1 — ] Colored, dmm. 

1 without equipped yard. | 

Recreation facilities, noncommercial: 

Y. W. C. A., Fourteenth and G Streets. 
Epiphany Parish Hall, 1317 G Street, social activities. 
Carroll Hall, G and 10th Streets, social activities. 
Immediately south of this district in Henry Park are 12 tennis 
courts, Federal. 



Commercial recreation: 
3 dance halls. 
50 pool rooms or bowling 

alleys. 
19 motion-picture theaters. 
Recommendations : 

For a natatorium, the purchase of land in a central location. 

41 



Commercial recreation — Contd. 
8 tiieaters. 
1 shooting gallery. 
1 licensed slot machine. 
106 barrooms. 
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■BALTR DIBTIUCT NO. •. 

Area, exclusive of streets, 196.5 acres. 

Location and boundaries: 

Northwest. K Street on Bouth, Seventh Street on west, Florida 
Avenue on north, and North Capitol Street on east. 

Population, 22408 : 

White, .11^14^ I Colored, 11,0M~ 

Under 20 3,401 Uoder BO 3,222 

20 and over 7,613 [ 20 and over 7,872 

Alley population : White, 42 ; colored, 2,008. 

DenEuty per acre, 112.6: 

Number of blocks with density of— 
300 and over.. 



200 to 299 7 

150 to 199 ' 11 

Mortality rate, 20.76 : 

White 14.89 1 Sti^t 18.89 

Colored 26.59 | Alley 39.02 

Schools: 

White, 8— 

4 without equipped 

yards. 
3 with equipped yards.' 
1 with summer play- 
ground.* 
Recreation facilities, noncommercial : 

New York Avenue Playground, municipal. 
Satterlee House (colored), 1711^ Clicks Alley. 



Colored, 11— 

8 without equipped yards.* 

2 with equipped yards.' 

1 with summer playground.* 



Commercial recreation : 
1 dance hall. 
19 pool rooms or bowling 

alleys. 
6 motion-picture theaters. 
Recommendations: 

For athletic Held, the purchase of land near Dunbar Hi^ School. 
For little children's play retreats, the purchase of 2 plots of land. 



Commercial recreation — Contd. 
1 theater. 
1 shooting gallery. 
1 licensed slot machine. 
IS barrooms. 



>One equipped since 1914. 

■On block wttb Polk, Hcurr, sod «ld Central Hlgli : 
n one corner of ume block under District Bnper*tek>n, 

* Between Blater and Laoseton. 
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HEALTH DISTBHrP «0. U. 

Area, exclusive of streets, 72.5 atarea 

Location and boundaries: • ■ 

SouthwaBt I Street on south, FouE-and-a-half Stteet oa west, 
MaiM Avenue, Maryland Aveuae, and B St3««t oa nocth, and 
South Capitol Street on east 
Population, 8,189: 

. White, 1,678— I Colored, 6,611— 

Tinder 20 __ 617 Under 20- .__ 1,903 

20 and over_ 961 | 20 and over... 4,708 

Alley population : White, 91 ; colored, 884. 
Density per acre, 112.9: 

Number of blocks with density of — 

300 and over None 

200 to 299 2 

150 to 199 __.„_ 6 

Mortality rate, 21.86: 

White laeri street 31.62 

Colored 24.05| Alley 28.68 

Schools : 

White, 1— I Colored, 3— 

1 witiuHitequipped yard. I 2 witikout eqnipped yards.' 
i 1 with equ^pad yard. 

Recreation facilities, noncommeroial : 

Willow Tree Park Playground (colored), imtBicipal- 

Cardozo Playground (colored) , municipal. 

Alliance House. 728 Four-and-a-half Street 
Commercial recreation: , , 

1 dance halL 

4 pool rooms or bowling alleys. 

2 motion-picture theaters. 
8 barrooms. 

Becommendations : 

For playground, the purehase of additional land opening Willow 
Tree Park Playground to street. 

•Cardoio Scbool (EhowD o 
ptaj eqalpment wblch U 00^ 
Cacdozo Bcliool. 
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HEALTH DISTRICT NO. 12. 

exclusive of streets, 134 acres. 

on and boundaries: * 

juthwest. Eaetem Branch on south, Four-and-a-half Street 

on weet, I Street on nortii, and SouUi Capitol Street on east. | 

ation, 6,587 : I 

Tiite, 2,753— I Colored, 3,834— 

Under 20 824 Under 20 1,307 I 

20 and over 1,929 | 20 and over 2,627 , 

Hey population : White, 1 ; colored, 392. 

;y per acre, 49.1 ; 

umber of blockswith density of — 

300 and over 

200 to 299 

150 to 199 



Hty rate, 23.53: 

Tiite 15.25 I Street '. l 23. 

olored 29.47 1 Alley 20. 

Is: 

Tiite, 1— B Colored, 1— 

1 witihi summer play- [ 1 without equipped yard, 
ground. [ 

itioD facilities, noncommercial : 

olored Social Settlement, 18 L Street, includes tennis court. 

ercial recreation: 

pool rooms or bowling alleys. 

motion-picture theater. 

licensed slot machine. 

barroom& 
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HEALTH DISTRICT NO. 14. 

Area, exclu^ve of streets, 191 acres. 

Location and boundaries: 

Northeast. East Capito! Street on south, North Capitol Street 
on west, K Street on north, and Seventh Street on east. 

Population, 16,792 : 

Whit«, 14,503— r Colored, 2,289— 

Under 20 4,587 Under 20l 738 

20 and over 9, 916 j 20 and over 1, 551 

Alley population : White, 238; colored, 496. 

Densdty per acre, 87.9 : 

Number of blocks with density of — 

300 and over .None. 

200 to 299 4 

150 to 199 _ 7 

Mortality rate, 17.33 : 

White ^ 15.38 I Street 17.37 

Colored 30. 14 | AUey 16.38 

Schools: 



Colored, 1 — 

1 without equipped yard. 



White, 6— 

5 without equipped 

yards. 
1 with summer play- 
ground. 
Recreation facilities, noncommercial : 

St. Joseph's Parish Hall, C and Second Streets, social activities. 
Sand piles in Stanton Square (since 1914). 

CMnmercial recreation; 

7 pool rooms or bowling alleys. 
6 motion-picture theaters. 
14 barrooms. 

^Recommendations : 

For large playground, including suitable space for little children, 

the purchase of land. 
The recommended purchase of the Patterson tract in district 30 

for an athletic center and playground would be of benefit to 
, district 13 and to the northern part of district 14. 
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HEALTH DISTRICT NO. IS. 

Area, exclusive of streets, 120.3 acres. 

Location and boundaries: 

Southeast. I Street on south, South Capitol Street on west, East 
Capitol Street on north, Seventh Street on east. 

Population, 13,022 ; 

White, 10,607—' I Ccdored, 2,415— 

Under 20 2^726 Under 20 78S 

20 and over 7,881 | 20 andover 1,630 

Alley population : White, 2 ; colored, 481. 

Density per acre, 108.2 : 

Number of blocks with density of — 

300 and over None. 

200 to 299 S 

160 to 199 5 

Mortality rate, 16.12 : 

White 14.71 I Street 16.39 

Colored 22.36 1 AUey 84.98 

Schools : 



White, 5— 

4 without equipped 

yards. 
1 with equipped yard.^ 



Colored, a— 

1 without equipped yard. 
1 with summer playground 



Becreation facilities, noncommercial ; 

Friendship House, 324 Virginia Avenue. 
Garfield Park Playground, municipal.' 
1 tennis court in Garfield Park, Federal." 

Conmiercial recreation : 

1 dance hall. 

2 pool rooms or bowling alleys. 
2 motion-picture theaters. 

7 barroome. 

Recommendations : 

Use of public land around power plant at Virginia Avenue and 
South Capitol Street for athletics. 

1 since 1614. (Federal Beservatlon So. IT. 
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HEALTB DISnUCT NO. U. 

Area, exclusive qf streets, 106.4 acres. 

Location and boundaries : 

Southeast. Eastern Branch <m south, South C^iitol Street on 
west, I Street on north, and Fourteenth Street QU east. 

Population, 8,633 : 

White, 6,019— I Colored, 2,614^ 

TJnder 20 2,145 Under 20 907 

20 and over 3^74 [ 20 and over 1,707 

Alley, popolatioa: White, 61; cdored, 107. 

Density per acre, 8l.i : 

Xumber of blocks with density of— 

300 and over 1 

200 to 299 . 3 

150 to 199 3 

Mortality rale, 15.64: 

White 11.29rSt«at 15.00 

Colored 25.63 | Alley ,- 47.62 

Schools: 

White, 1— I Ctdored, 1— 

I'with equipped yard. | 1 without equipped yard. 

Recreation facilities, nonconunercial : 

Sand piles in Federal Reservation at Sixth and K Streets SE. 
Baseball in same reservation, under municipal supervistou,* 
Virginia Avenue Playground, municipal. 

Commercial recreation: 
. I dance hall. 
3 pool rooms or bowling alleys. 
1 barroom. 

f eqalpment (or vailoiia atbletlc: actiTltlea. 
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HEALTH DISTRICT NO. 17. 

Area, exclusive of streets, 159.5 acrea 

Location and boundaries: 

Northeast. East Capitol Street on south, Seyenth Street on 
west, K Street and Florida Avenue oa north, and Fourteeotii 
Street on east 

Population, 16,121 : 

White, 18,718— j Colored, 2,403— 

Under 20 4,810 Under 20 843 

20 and over 8,908 |, 20 and over _'__ 1,560 

Alley population: White, 5; ccdorcd, 227. 

Density per acre, 101 : ^> 

Number of blocks with denaty of — 

300 and over 1 

200 to 299 2 

150 to 199 8 



Colored, 1— 

1 with equipped yard. 



Mortality rate, 13.46 : 

White 12.39 [Street 13.34 

.Colored 19.56 | Alley 21.55 

Schools: 

White, 9— 

7 without equipped 

yards. 
2 with equipped yards. 
Kecreation facilities, D(Hiconimereial : 

Ingrain Memorial Church, Massachusetts Avenue and Tenth 
Street, social activities, including swimming. (See also dis- 
trict 18.) 

Commercial recreation: 
1 dance hall. 

5 pool rooms or bowling alleys. 

6 motion-picture theaters. 
1 shooting gallray. 

7 barrooms. 

Recommendations : 

For little children's play retreats, the purchase of 2 plots of land. 
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HBALTH DISTRICT NO. 1&. 

Area, exclusive of streets, 139.9 acres. 

Location and boimdaries : 

Southeast. Potomac Avenue and I Street on south, Seventh 
Street on west, East Capitol Street on north, and Fourteenth 
Street on east 

Popiilation, 11,570: 

White, 10,061— I CtJored, 1,509— 

Under 20 3, 280 Under 20 576 

20 and over 6,781 I 20 and over 933 

Alley population : White, 2 ; colored, 343. 

Density per acre, 82.7. 

Number of blocks with density of — 

300 and over 1 

200 to 299 ■-• .4 

150 to 199 6 



Mortality rate, 12.27: 

White 10.20 I Street 11.67 

Colored 25.84 | Alley 81.88 

Schools : 

White, 7 — Colored, none. 

4 without equipped 
yards. 

1 with equipped yard. 

2 with summer play- 
. grounds.' 

Recreation facilities, noncommercial : 

Tennis courts of Ingram Memorial Church, Twelfth Street BouQi 
of East Capitol Street. 

^^UDereiai recreation : 

1 dance hall. 

4 pool rooms or bowling alleys. 
6 motion-picture theaters. 

2 barrooms. 
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HMALTB DISrUCT NO. Ill 

Am, exduare of streets, TO^ kcres. 

Location aad bonnduieB: 

Northeast. East Capitol Streci on Booth, Foorteenth Street on 
West, Benning Boad on north, and Eastern Branch oo cast. 

PopulatioD, 4,385: 

Whhe, 3,382— i Ck^red, IfiSS— 

Under 20 1,891 Und«r20 445 

20 and oTer__i_._ 1,971 | 20 and over 5T8 

Alley peculation : White, ncwe ; colored, 2L 

Dmsitjr per acre, 62.1 : 

Number of blocks with density of — 

300 and over 1 

200 to 299 None. 

150 to 199. None. 

Mortality rate, 15.73: 

White 10.23 I Street 15.58 

Colored 26.39 | Alley (») 

Schools: 

White, 2— J Colored, nooe. 

1 withoutequippedyard. 
1 with etjuipped yard. I 

Recreation facilities, noiicommercial : 
Koaetlale Plaj-Rromid, municipal. 
Noel >loi)se, ltt«l Kraemer Streat 

Conunen-ial recreHtion; 

1 poiil nnmi or l>owlin|t ittley. 
3 barroonta. 

» H«le Bot ikuwB «hM k«M Ut >— VMtm W 
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HEALTH DISTRICT NO. S3. 

Area, exclusive of streets, 144.5 acres. 

Location and boundaries : 

Northwest Florida Avenue on south, Seventh Street, Florida 
Avenne to Flm Street, Second Street to Michigan Avenue on 
west, Michigan Avenue on north, North Capitol Street on 
east 

Population, 8,549 : 

White, 6,978— 1 Colored, 1,671— 

Under 20 2,009 Under 20 438 

20. and over 4,969 | 20 and over ^ 1, 138 

Density per acre, 59.1 ; 

Number of blocks with dmsitf of- — 

300 and over None. 



200 to 299 None. 

150 to 199 1 

Mortality rate, 11.93: 

White 10. 32 

Colored — — 19.10 

Schools: 

White, 1 — I Colored, none. 

1 without equipped I 
yard. | 

Becreation facilities, noncranniercial : 

Bethany Baptist Church, 215 Rhode Island Avenue, tennis 

courts. 
Bloomingdale Playground, municipal. 
Y. W. C. A. (colored), *i9 T Street NW. 

Commercial recreatitm : 

2 poolrooms or bowling alleys. 
2 motion-picture theaters. 

Ii«commendations : 

For little children's play retreat, the purchase of land south of 
Rhode Island Avenue or in the western part of district 31. 
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HEALTH DISTRICT NO. S4. 

Area, ezclurave of streets, 90 acres. 

Location and boundaries : 

Northwest. Elm Street on south, Geoi^ Avenue on west, Co- 
lumbia Road on north, Second Street aa east. 

Population, 8,214: 

White, 801— * I Colored, 2,413— 

Under 20 299 Under 20 878 

20 and over— 602 | 20 and over 1,535 

Alley population: White, none; colored, 198. 

Density per acre, 35.7 : 

Number of blocks with dengdt^.of — 



300 and over 

20O to 299„ . _ . 


None. 


160 to 199 . 


None. 



Mortality rate, 37.83: 

Whit© 12.48 [Street 38.13 

Colored 45.59 | AUej; 25.25 

Schools: 

White, none. I Colored, 2 — 

I 2 with equipped yards.' 

Kecreation facilities, noncommercial: 

Howard Playground (colored), municipal. 

Commercial recreation: 

1 pool room or bowling alley. 

> One liiice 1>14. 
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HBALTH DUTSICT NO. SB. 

e of streets, 17d.8 aeree. 

TxtcatioD and boonduies : 

NfHthweBt. Florida Aveniie <« aontit. Sixteenth Strert on west, 
I C<Jiimbia Koad oa north, Georgia AveiHie on east 

• Popnlatioii, 11,669: 

White, 8,894— | Colored, 2,775— 

Under 20 2,214 Under 20.^ 911 

20aadoTer 6,680] 20andover 1,8*4 

AUsy popolatitm: White, none; colwed, 22. 

Densi^ per acr^ 64.8 : 
I Number of blocks with denrntj of — 

' 300 and over None. 

200 to 299 . 1 

150 to 199 N«ie. 

! MorUlity rmte, 14.57: 

White 10.79 I Street 14.61 

ColorwJ 26.67 I Al%- (') 

Schools: 

White, a— 

1 without equipped 

yard.* 
1 with equipped yard. 
1 with athletic field.' 
Becreaticn facilities, noncommercial: 

The Center (colored), 2309 Eighth Street. 

Fourth Pre^yterian Church, Fairmont and Thirteenth Streets, 

sodal activities. 
Mount Pleasant Congregational Church, Columbia Road near 
Fourteoith Street, social sctivitiea 

Commercial recreation : 
1 danc&hall. 
3 pool rooms or bowling alleys. 

Becommendations : 

For little children's play retreat, the purchase of land east of 

Eleventh Street. 
Use of part of Meridian Park as a playground. 



Colored, 1— 

1 without equipped yard. ' 
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HEALTH DISTRICT NO. M. 

Area, ezdnsrve of streets, 9^.4 ncns. 

IxKfttioa and boundaries: 

Northwest. Columbia Koad on south, Surt«enth Street on west, 
Spring Rood on nMlh, Sotdira^^ Home on east 

Population, 18,848: 

White, 12,362— I Colored, 1,496— 

Under 20 3,586 Under 20_. B06 

20 and over 8, 766 J 20 and over.. 990 

Density per acre, 51.4 : 

Number of blocJis with density of — 

300 and over None. 

200 to 299 None. 

150 to 199 None. 

Mortality rate, 10.54: 

White 9.89 

Colored 20.05 

Schools: 

White, 5— 

3 without equipped 

yards. 
2 with summer play- 
grounds.* 

Eecreation facilities, noncommercial : 

Mount Pleasant Playground, municipal. 

Calvary Church, Columlaa Eoad between Fourteenth and Fif- 
teenth Streets, social activities. 

Commercial recreati<Hi: 

4 pool rooms or bowling alleys; 
6 motion-picture theatera. 

Eecommendations : 

For athletic center, the purchase of land near Georgia Avenue. 
For large playground, the purchase ot land, including suitable 
space for sand pile, west of Eleventh Street. 

'One tlDce 1914. 



Colored, 1 — 

1 with equipped yard. 
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HEALTH DISTRICT NO. 48. 

Area, exclu^ve of streets, 217.6 acres. _ 

Location and boundaries: 

Northwest M Street tm south, Wisconsin Avaiiie on west, 
Massachusetts Avenue and Bock Creek on northeast. 

Population, 7,362 : 

White, 5,000— I Colored, 2,362— 

Under 20 1,565 Under 20_ 736 

20ajldov«r 3,435 j 20 and over 1,626 

Alley population : White, 5 ; colored, 141. 

Density per acre, 33.8: 

Number of blocks with density of — 

300 and over None. 

200 to 299 None. 

• 150 to 199 . 1 

Mortality rate, 15.48: 

White: 15.40 I Street) 15.66 

Colored 15.66] Alley 1_- 6.85 

Schools: 

White, 3— I Colored, 1— 

1 without equipped yard. I 1 with summer playground. 

2 with equipped yards.' | 

Recreation facilities, noncommercial : 

3 tennis courts and a croquet field in Montrose Park, Federal. 

Commercial recreation: 

3 pool rooms or bowling alleya 
2 motion-picture theaters. 

4 barrooms. 

Recommendations : 

For little children's play retreat, the purchase of land in the 
eastern part. 

1 jard equipped before 1614 Is ontdde tbe area 
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HEALTH DISTRICT NO. M. 

Area, exdnsive of streets, 496.9 acres. 

LocaticHi and bonndariee : 

Northwest. M Street and Conduit Hoad on south, Fox Halt and 
Bidge Scads on west, Tunlaw Road on north, Wisconsin Ave- 
nue on east. 

Population, 7,574: 

White, 6,414— 1 Colored, 1,160— 

Under 20 2,315 Under 20 420 

20 and over 4,099 ( 20 and over 740 

Alley population : White, none ; colored, 98. 

Density per afire, 15.2 : 

Number of blocks with density of — 

300 and over .'. None. 

200 to 299 N(Mie. 

150 to 199 None. 

MMTtality rate, 18.22: 

Whittf 15.43 I Street 17.79 

Colored 83.62 | Alley (>) 

Schools: 



CtJored, 1 — 

1 without equipped yard. 



White, 8— 

5 without equipped 

yards. 
2 with equipped yards.' 
1 with athletic field. 
Becreation facilities, noncommercial : 
Georgetown Playground, municipal. 
Bruen Home Playground, municipal (discontinued since 1914). 

Commercial recreation: 

2 pool rooms or bowling alleys. 
2 motion-picture theaters. 
1 shooting gallei^. 
9 barrooms. 

Seconunendations : 

For little children's play retreat, the purchase of one plot of 
land. 
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SUMMART. 

AdmimBtraiion. — The Federal Gorenunent tJiroa^ the Chief of 
Engineers of the United States Army, tita I^striot govenament 
throng its department of pLaygronnds, and the District board of 
education eadi provides certain public recreatioo facilities in Wash- 
in£;ton. 

An ez officio recreation commission, consisting of the officer in 
charge of public buildings and grounds, the president of the District 
CommissioDers, and the pre^dent of the board of education, affords 
opportunity for consultation uid cooperation among these three 
branches of the Government. 

The Federal Government provides athletic facilities primarily in- 
tended for adults, and benches for mothers and a few sand boxes for 
babies. 

The District department of playgrounds provides supervised play- 
grounds, during 10 mtoiths of the year, especially adapted for chil- 
dren of grade-school age. 

The board of education provides play equipment in school yards. 
During six weeks in summer certain of these yards are used also for 
supervised play. These are supported by voluntary contribotions but 
directed by the school authorities. 

Existinff facilities. — Sand piles are maintained in seven open 
squares for little children. Each of the 12 District playgrounds and 
20 school summer playgrounds also includes some provisioQ for the 
older children of this group. These 39 sites do not, however, bring a 
play space for little childroi within one-qnarter of a mile of every 
home in the closely built sections of the city. 

During ax weeks in summer the District playground department 
and the school authorities between them conduct 24 supervised play- 
grounds for white children and 8 supervised playgrounds for colored 
children. These are adapted primarily to the needs of children 7 to 
14 years of age, of whom there are about 30,000 white and 12,000 
colored in the District of Columbia. Fourteen of the playgrounds 
for white children and 5 of the playgrounds for colored chilclren are 
within the limits of the original city (health districts 1 to 20) and 
must sranre about 16,000 white children and 8,500 colored children 7 
to 14 years of age who live in these districts. 

Throughout the school year the school yards (of which 66 are fur- 
nished with play equipment) are used during recess, hut no pro- 
visifm is made for supervised play after sdiool or on SaturdayB. 
Many school buildings are in use, however, which have small yards 
and at which outdoor play during recess is posrable onl.y in the street. 
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FACIUTtES FOB CHILDBEN's PLAY, DIBTBICT OF COLUUBIA. 61 

It should be noted that street play is forbidden by law. During two 
winter numths the use of school yards during recess is the only pro- 
tidon for public outdoor recreation. 

During the remainder of the year the superrised playgrounds 
under Hm playground department of the District government (12 in 
lU— 9 for white and 3 for colored) are open oa every week day from 
Si.ni. until dark. Four of these grounds have some provision for 
aliiletics attractive to boys of high-achool age. Supervised base- 
ball is also carried on by this department in two fields not connected 
iritb playgrounds. Two of the nine high schools have athletic fields. 

Thirty-five tennis courts, 12 ball fields, a polo ground, and a prac- 
tice golf coarse are maintained by the Office of Public Buildings and 
Grounds. Permits for these are issued by that office free upon appli- 
cation. 

The construction of a complete athletic center is proposed in the 
(astern part of Potomac Park. 

The Department of Playgrounds of the District of Columbia main- 
tains outdoor swimming pools for men, women, and children in ihe 
Monument Grounds and outdoor sfrimming pools for children, which 
may be used by adults, in connecti<m with three playgrounds. An 
indoor swimming pool has been opened in the new Central High 
SchooL 

Ten schools have indoor gymnasiums. Only one of these has 
been used by persons not directly connected with the school. 

School buildings are increasingly used as civic and social coitera 
It appears that, with the exception of high-school organizations, 
tbese activities have not been arranged to have any special interest 
for young people. 

la a few districts noncommercial indoor recreation and several 
tenuis courts are offered by various churches and settlements. 

Reconvmendatwns.^ — I, That an advisory committee of nine be ap- 
pointed by the ez officio recreation commission. 

n. That existing public facilities be used to their fulled ezt^t, 
uid that the necessary supervision be provided from public funds. 

HL That additional ItKtders for ^>ecial kinds of playground and 
social-center work be secured. 

IT. That in districts where existing facilities are inadequate to 
Kieet the needs of all the residents (as shown by intensive studies in 
'his report) additional land and equipment be provided. 

y. That the advisory committee give careful confflderation to pro- 
ti^tHi for recreation in outlying districts in order that, as a measure 
oF economy, necessaiy space may be reserved or secured before serious 
■'ingestion arises. 

VI. That ample provision be made for public baths and swimming. 

' For t more eitcDded' dlscuMlon Ke p. ZS. ' / ,-i/^i^L> 
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Table 5. — Attendance at ickool itummer playgrownda, 191i.' 
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LAWS AFFECTING RECREATION IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
presbbvation of pubuc peace. 

The Pbsbebtation of Public Peace and Pbotectioh of Pboperty. [27 Statutes 
AT Labgb G 320 p 322 (Act of July 29, 1892) A8 amended bt 30 Stat L C 
638 p 723 (Act of July 8. 1898) ] 

It shall not be lawful lor any pernoa or persons wlthlo the District of Cotum- 
to throw any stone or other missile In any street, avenue, alley, road, or ■ 
highway, or open space, or public square, or Inclosure, or to throw any stone 

other missile from any place into any street, avenue, road, or highway, alley, 
opeD space, public square, or Inclosure, under a penalty of not more than five 
dollars for every such offense, [b S] 

It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to set up or fly any kite, or 
sec up or fly any fire balloon or paracliute In or upon or over any street, avenue, 
alley, open space, public Inclosure, or square within the limits of the cities of 
Washington and GeorgPtown, under a penalty of not more than ten dollars for 
ench und every such offense, [s 4] 

It sliall not be lawful for any p n pe within the District of Colum- 

)lu to congregate and assemble i y t eet, enue, alley, road, or highway, 
)r In or around any public building In I u or any park or reservation, or 
It the entrance of any private building in I sure, and engage iu loud and 
boisterous talking or other diaor nd t or to insult or make rude or 

ubacene gestures or comments or b&e tl ns n persons passing by, or in their 
hearing, or to crowd, obstruct, o I m od t! free use of any such street, 
iveniie. alley, road, highway, or any of the foot pavements therfeof, or the free 
z'ntrnuce into any public or private building or inclosure; It shall not be lawful 
for any person or persons to curse, swear, or mjike iise of any profane lanRuage 
r Indecent or obscene words, or engage in any disorderly conduct in any street, 
venue, alley, road, highway, public park or inclosure, public building, church, 
r assembly room, or in any other public place, or in any place wherefrom the 
same may be heard in any street, avenue, alley, road, highway, public park or 
iuclosure. or other building, or in auy premises other than those where the 
offense was committed, under a penalty of not more than twenty-flve dollars 
for each and every such offense, [s 5 and fl] 

It shall not be lawful for any person or persons to entice, induce, urge, or 
cause any dogs to engage in a light in any street, alley, rcail, or highway, open 
space, or public square In the District of Columbia, or to urge, entice, or cause 
i^uch dogs to continue or prolong such fight, under a penalty of not more than 
five dollars for each and every offense; and any person or persons who shall 
Induce or cause any animal of the dog kind to run after, bark at, frighten, or 
bite any person, horse, or horses, cows, cattle of any kind, or other animals 
lawfully passing along or standing in or on any street, avenue, road, or high- 
way, or uUej in the District of Coluiubia, shall forfeit and pay for every such 
offense a sum not exceeding five doUat^ [s 10] 

It ^all not he lawful for any person or persons within the limits of the 
IMstrlct of Columbia to kindle or set on fire, or be present, aiding, consenting, 
or causing It to be done, in any street, avenue, road, or liighway, alley, open 
ground, or lot, any box. barrel, straw, shavings, or other combustible, between 
the setting and rising of the sun ; and, any person offending against the provi- 
sions of this act shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit and pay a sum not exceed- 
ing ten dollars for each and every offense, [s 14] 

The provision? of the sevcL'ai laws and regulations within the District of 
Columbia for the protection of public or private property nnrt the preservation 
of peace and order be, and the same are hereby, extendeil to all public buildings 
and public grounds belonging to the Unltetl States within the District of 
Columbia. And any i>erson guilty of disorderly and unlawful conduct in or 
-.^- It the same, ♦ ♦ • shall, upon conviction thereof, be fined not more than 
I dollars, [s 10] 

67 
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It sliall not be lawful for anj' person or persons to play tbe game of football, 
or any other gnme wltb a bal), iii any at the streets, avenues, or alleys In tbe 
cities of Washington and Geoi^town; nor shall tt be lawful for any person ot 
persons to play the game of bamly, shindy, or any other game by which a ball, 
stone, or other sutjstance Is struck or propelled by any sticli, cane, or other 
substance in any street, aveDue, or alley In the cttles of Washington anil 
Georgetown, under a penalty of not more tban five dollars for each and every 
such offense. [8 17] 

PUBLIC PABK LANDS. 

Cake and C!ontbol of Lard Between BriLDino Lire and Sidewalk. tl^taTBicT 
OF CoLUKBiA Compiled Statutes 1889 s 121 P 179 (1st Legislative Assejcblt 
Act op June 20, 1872. C 29 s 1 p 41)] 

It shall not be lawful for any person or persons who are not tbe owners or 
occupants of the lots lying on the same street or avenue, and fronting od the 
parks now made, or which shall hereafter be made on tbe side or sides of any 
street or avenue in the cities of Washington and Georgetown to enter, walk, or 
trespass on such parks, or to cut or injure in any way, the grass, flowers, trees, 
or shrubbery growing thereon, or to deface, climb npon, or injure tbe ralliogs, 
posts or chains Inclosing the same, but such parka shall be under the immediate 
care and keeping of the owners or occupants of tbe lots fronting thereon, and 
on the same side of the streets or avenues, who may enter, care for, and use 
them for such purpose, and In such ways as will not injure the grass, trees, 
shrubbery, fences, posts, chains and railings upon and Inclosing the same, sub- 
ject to such general control and regulations as the Board of Commissioners 
[Public Works] may from time to time prescribe, [For present jurisdiction, see 
act concerning control of street parking, below]. 



No person shall walk over or through any public park or other ground, not 
set apart or intended for travel by the District of Columbia, or the proper 
branch of tbe government thereof, or In any manner trespass thereon, or tres- 
pass on any reservation or other land or property of the United States, within 
the said District, or ride through or over the same, or drive or permit to be 
driven over or throngh the same, any animal, animals, or any creature • * * ; 
and if any person or persons shall do any act or thing herein mentioned, or 
direct or suffer the same to be done, he, she, or they shall be subject to a 
penalty of not less than five nor more than twenty dollars for each offense, or 
for the doing of any of the matters or things herein mentioned, or Intended to 
be prohibited or prevented, to be recovered in the name of the District of 
Columbia as other fines and penalties against the law of said District are or ma; 
be recoverable. 

CoNTBOL OF Street Pabkino Vested in the Commissionebs of the District of 
Columbia. [30 Stat L C 543 p 570 (Act of July 1, 1898) as amended by 33 
Stat L C 89 p 10 (Act op Feb 2, 1904) and 34 Stat L C 1622 p 112 (Act of 
Apr 14, 1906)] 

The jurisdiction and control of the street parking in the streets and avenues 
of tiie District of Columbia is hereby transferred to and vested in the Comtnla- 
sioners of the District of (jOlumbla. [s 1] 

The park system of the District of Columbia Is hereby placed under the 
exclusive charge and control of the Chief of Engineers of the United States 
Army, under such regulations as may be prescribed by the President of the 
United States, through the Secretary of War. 

The said park system shall be held to comprise: 

(a) All public spaces laid down as reservations on the map of eighteen hundred 
and ninety-four accompanying the annual report (or eighteen hundred and 
ninety-four of the officer In charge of public buildings and grounds : 

(b) All portions of the space In the streets and avenues of the said District, 
after the same shall have been set aside by the CTommlssloners of the District 
of CohimhIn for park prirposes. 

Provided. That no arpiis less than two hundred aiid fifty square feet bet.'e^' 
sidewalk lines shall be included within the said park system, and no Im^ ~ 
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iti«rit3 shall be made In unlmproTed public spaces in Rtreets between building 
IlDee oi* building ilnea prolongeil until tiie outlines of sut'li portions as are to be 
Iniproveii as pnrlts shall have l>een lalil out by the Couiniissioners of the District 
of Ooiumhia ; And proHiled further. That the Chief of Engineers Is authorized 
temporarily to turn over the care of any of the parking spaces Ineludod In 
Classes (a) anil <b) above, to private owners of adjoining lands uniler such 
refmlatlons as lie may prescribe, ami wilh the eonvUtlon that the said private 
invners shall pay special assessments for improvements contiguous to such park- 
liiff. UD<ler the same reguiatloDS as are or may be prescribed tor private lands: 
And proi'UIrd further. That the ConmiiBsionera of tlie District of Columbia are 
authorized and directed to denominate portions of streets In the District of 
Ooluiubln as business streets and- to authorize the use, on such portions of 
streets, for business purposes by abutting proi>erty owners, under such general 
reifuiations as said Commissioners may prescribe, of bo much of the slilewalk 
and parking as may not be needed, in the judgment of said Commissioners, by 
the ceueral public, under the foliowlnR conditions, namely : First, where in a 
portion of a street not already denomlnatetl a business street a ninjority of a 
frontal not less than three blocks in length is occupied and used for business 
purposes ; and. second, wliere a portion of a street has olreody been denominatea 
a business street and there e:iiits adjoining inch portion a block or more whose 
fr.mtiiiie is occupiei! and used for business purposes. 

1'his act shall not affect in any manner the provisions In the act of March 
third, eighteen hundred and nlnety<one, entitled "An act making appropriations 
to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the fiscal year ending June 
thirtieth, eighteen hunilre*! and ninety-one. and for prior years, and for other 
purposes," that no permits for projections beyond the building line on the streets 
nnd avenues of the city of Washington simil he granted except upon special 
application and with the concurrence of all said commissioners and the approval 
ot the Secretary of War; and the operation of said provision is hereby extended 
to the entire District of Columbia, [s 3] 

When, In the Judgment of the Conunissloners of the District of Columbia, the 
public necessity or convenience requiivs them to enter upon any of the spaces 
i>r re^en-ations imder the Jurisdiction of the Chief of Engineers, for the purpose 
of widening the roadway of any street or avenue adjacent thereto or to establish 
sidewalks along the snme. the Chief of Ena;lneers, with the approval of the 
Secretary of War, Is autliorized to grant the necessary jiermlssion upon the 
application of the commissioners, [s 4] 

When In accordance with law or mutual l<*al agreement, spaces or portions 
of public land are transferred from the jurisdiction of the Chief of Engineers 
of the United States Army, as established by this act to that of the Commis- 
sioners of the District of Columbia, or vice versa, the letters exchanged between 
them of transfer and acceptance shall be sufficient authority for the necessary 
change in the oHlcIn) maps and for record when necessary, [s 5] 

The said Chief of Engineers and the'said commissioners are hereby authorized 
to make nil needful rales and regulations for the government and proper care 
of all the public grounds placed by this act under their respective ciiiirge and 
control : and to annex to such rules and regulations such reasonable penalties as 
will secure their enforcement. Is 61 

p 994 

The application of the rules and regidatlons heretofore prescribed or that may 
be hereafter prescribed by the Chief of Engineers. United States Army, under 
the authority granted by section six of an act of Congress approved July first, 
eighteen hundred and ninety-eight, for the government and proper care of all 
public grounds placed by that act under the charge and control of the said 
Chifef of Engineers, la hereby extended to cover the sidewalks around the public 
grounds and the carriageways of such streets as lie betwpen and separate the 
said public grounds. 

jLiBisDicnoN OP Chief of Enoireers. [32 Stat L C 5(H p 152 (Act of Apr 28, 

1902)] 

The Chief of Engineers shall have charge of the public buildings and grounds 
In the District of Columbia, under such regulations as may be prescribed by the 
President, through the War Department, except those buildings and grounds 
which are otherwise provided for by law; * • *, 
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The officer la charge of public buildings and groaods may hereafter aathorize 
the temporary use of the Monument Grounds or grounds south of the Executive 
MansioQ or other reservations !□ the District of Columbia for playgroiuds for 
children and adults, under regulations to be prescribed by him. 

Ebection of Boathousbs- 135 Stat L C 200 a 1 p 3S5 (Act ov Mat 27, 1008)] 

Licenses may be granted for the erection of boathouses along the bantcs of 
the tidal reservoir on the Potomac River fronting Potomac Park, under tegala- 
tlons to be prescribed by the Chief of Engineers, and ail such licenses granted 
under this authority shall be revocable, without compensation, by the Secretary 
of War. 



The officer in charge of public buildings and grounds is authorized to grant 
licenses, revocable by him without compensation, to erpct temporary fttructurea 
upon reservations used as children's playgrounds, under such regulatloDS as he 
may impose. 

T'sE OF Capitol Gbounds. 

It shall be the duty of the Capitol police hereafter to prevent any portion of 
the Capitol Grounds and terraces from lieing used as playgrounds or otherwise, 
BO fur as may be necessary to protect the public property, turf and grass from 
destruction or Injury. [19 Stat L G 86 p 41 (act of Apr 2S, 1876)] 

Public travel In and occupancy of the Capitol Grounds shall be restricted to 
the roads, walks, and places prepared for the purpose by fla^ng, paving, or 
otherwise. [22 Stat L C 258 s 1 p 126 (act of July 1, 1882) ] 

Nothing In the act to regulate the use of the Capitol Grounds, approved July 
first, eighteen hundred and eighty-two, shall be construetl to prohibit concerts 
on the Capitol Grounds at times when neither House of Congress is sitting by 
any band in the service of the United States under tbe direction of the Architect 
of the Capitol. [31 Stat L C 791 p 613 (act of June 6, 1900) ] 

National Zooiooical Pabk and Rock Ckeek Pabk. 

The National Zoological Park is hereby placed under the direction of the re- 
gents of the Smithsonian Institution, who are authorized to • • • adminis- 
ter the said Zoological Park for the advancement of science and the instruction 
and recreation of the people. [26 Stat L C 173 s 2 p 78 (act of Apr 30, 1890) ] 

The public park authorized and established by this act [Rock Creek Park] 
shall be under the Joint control of tiie Commissioners of the District of Colum- 
bia and the Chief of Engineers of the United States Army, • • ♦ [26 Stat 
L C 1001 s 7 p 495 <act of Sept 27, 1890) ] 

FUBUC SCHOOL BUILDINGS AND GHOimDS. 

Use as Social CENrEBs, Etc. [38 Stat L C 165 p 1100 (Act of Mab. 4, 1916) ] 

The control of the public schools In the District of Columbia by the boaril of 
education shall extend to, include, and coniprlse the use of the public school 
buildings and grounds by pupils of the public schools, other children and 
adults, for supplementary educational purposes, civic meetings for the free 
discussion of public questions, social centers, centers of recreation, play- 
grounds. The privilege of using sold buildings and grounds for any of said 
purposes may be granted by the board upon such terms and conditions and 
under such rules and rcguliitlons an the board may prescribe, [s 1] 

The board of education Is authorized to accept, upon written recommenda- 
tion of the superintendent of schools, free iind voluntary services of the teachers 
of the public schools, other educators, lecturers, and social workers and public 
officers of the United States and the District of Columbia : Provided, That 
teachers of the public schools shall not be required or compelled to perform any 
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BOCh serricee or solicited to make any contribution for such purposes : Provided 
furtKer, That the public school builillngs and Sfounds of the District of Colum- 
bia sliail be used for do purpose whatsoever other tliao those directly connected 
with the public school system and as further provided for in this Act. [s 2] 

ucbnsing of cohhebcial reckeation. 

License Taxes. 



No person shall engage Id or carry on any business, trade, profession, or 
calling in the District of Columbia for which a license tax is imposed by the 
lerrus of this section without having first obtained a license so to do. Applica- 
tions for licenses shall be made to the assessor of the District of Columbia, 
and no license shall be granted until payment for the same shall have been 
coade. • • • [par 1] 

niien more than one business, trade, profession, or calling for which a 
license is herein prescribed shall be carried on by the same person, the license 
tax shall tie paid for each such business, trade, profession, or calling: Provided, 
That licenses Issued under any of the provisions of this act shall be good only 
tat the location designated thereon, and no license shall be Issued for more 
than one place of business, profession, or calling, without the payment of a 
separate tas for each: Provided further. That no license shall be granted under 
the provislous of this section, relating to hotels and theaters, until the inspector 
of buildings and the chief officer of the fire department have certified in writ- 
ing to the assessor that the applicant for license has complied with the laws 
enacted and the regulations made and promulgated for the protection of life 
and property, (par 2] 

No person shall set up, operate, or conduct any business or device by or In 
which any person, animal, or living object shall act or be exposed as a target 
for any ball, projectile, missile, or thing thrown or projected, for or in con- 
siflerntion of profit or gain, directly or indirectly, [par 6] 

Owners, lessees, or managers of theaters having a stage and movable scenery 
used for the purpose of acting, performing, or playing any play, farce, inter- 
lade, opera, or other theatrical or dramatic performance, or any scene, section, 
or portion of any play, farce, burlesque, or drama of any description, for gain, 
shall pay a license tax of one hundred dollars per annum: ProiAded. That 
licenses may be granted for theatrical performances for one weeii on the pay- 
ment of twenty dollars, and for less than one weet on the payment of ten 
dollars : And provided further, That the proprietors of buildings, other than 
theaters, where exhibitions, lectures, or entertainments of any description are 
conducted for gain shall pay a license tax of one hundred dollars per annum ; 
or for lesser perimis as follows : Three dollars per day, or ten dollars for the 
first week, and five dollars for each subsequent consecutive week: And pro- 
vided further. That for entertainments, concerts, or performances of any kind 
given in church premises or private residences where the proceeds are intended 
for church or charitable purposes, and where no rental is charged, no license 
tax shall be required, [par 20] 

Every person who exhibits paintings, pictures, or works of art, or makes 
Industrial, mechanical, agricultural, foc>d. or floral exhibitions. Including cattle 
and poultry shows, freaks and museum attractions, side shows, and all other 
lawful exhibitions not otherwise provided for, shall pay a license tax of three 
dollars per day, or ten dollars for the first week and five dollars a<l<iitional 
for each subsequent consecutive week, and for an annual license the tax shall 
be one hundred dollars, [par 21] 

Persons conducting concerts, entertainments, or balls to which an admission 
fee Is charged, directly or Indirectly, shall pay a license tax of three dollars 
for each day or night, [par 22] 

Proprietors or owners of any circus shall pay a license tax of two hundred 
dollars per day. [par 23] 

Owners or lessees of grounds used for horse racing, tournaments, athletic 
sports, baseball, football, polo, golf, and kindred game^ or where feats of 
horsemanship are performed, to which admission fees are charged, or which 
are used for profit or gain, directly or Indirectly, shall pay a license tas of 
twenty dollars per week or five dollars per day. [par 24] 

Owner.i or lessees of grounds or premises used for picnics or lawn fetes, 
or resorts where theatrical or musical attractions or other amusements are pre- 
sented, to which admission fees are charpeil or which are used for profit or gain, 
directly or indirectly, and which are not taxed imder any other paragraph of 
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this section, Bball pay a license tax of tbree dollars per day o: 
week atiU five dollars additional for each subsequent consecut 
an annual license a tax of one hundred dollars, [par 25] 

Owners or lessees of buildings used for skating rinks, fal 
amusements not otherwise provldeil for la this section shall p 
of three dollars per day, or teu dollars for the first week and : 
tional for each subsequent consecutive week, or for an annual 
one hundred dollars, [par 26J 

Owners or lessees of shooting galleries, fencing schools, pul 
places where firearms of atiy description are u^ied, or scliools 
self-defense is taught shall pay a license tax of twelve doll 
Provided, That no place of business or shooting gallery where B 
used shall be licensed until the Inspector of buildings for the Dls 
shall furnish a certificate that suitable precautions have been tai 
safety by the erection of Iron shields and such appliances as 
may be necessary : And provided further, That before such 
issued the proprietor shall furnish to the assessor of the Dist 
the written consent of a majority of Uie occupants and reside 
side of the square or block in which the proposed gallery Is to be 
on the confronting side of the square fronting opposite to the si 
and superintendent of police is hereby authorized to prescrit 
firearms and kind of cartridges to be used lu such licensed pie 

Proprietors or owners of apparatus or machines known as 
flying liorses, or similar devices for amusement shall pay a llcei 
dollars for the first week and teu dollars for each subsequent c 
or three dollars per diem : Provided, That license therefor mi 
the discretion of the Oomlssloners of the District of Columbia, 

Proprietors or owners of slot or automatic machines, so ct 
excepted), by which objects, pictures, or figures are presented I 
musical or vocal exhibitions are automatically given on the c 
or metal, or where a pecuniary consideration is received for 
apparatus or machines, shall pay a license tax of two dollars peJ 
machine or apparatus: Provided, That on the payment of a lie 
dollars per annum the number of machines at any one locat 
limited : And provided further. That no llcen^ shall be issued 1 
dollars, [par 29] 

Keepers of billiard, bagatelle, Jenny llnd, and pool tables, 
any table upon which legitimate games are played within the D 
bia for public use, or for profit or gain, shall continue to pay t< 
taxes of the District of Columbia twelve dollars per aununi 
table and be subject to the provisions of the act of Congress ap 
twenty-five, eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, entitled " An t 
Hard and pool tables in the District of Colnmbia, and for 
Hereafter proprietors of bowling alleys in the District of Colnr 
the collector of taxes of said district an annual license tax of t 
each alley, [par 4S] 

IFor provisions concerning fire escapes, see 34 Stat 1, C 8 
Mar 19, 1906) as amended by C 2.566 p 1247 (act of Mor 2, 190 



Revocation o 



Licenses. 



Any license Issued by the assessor of the District of Columbia 
of a theater or other public place of amusement in the Dlst] 
may be terminated by the Commissioners of the District of Co 
It shall appear to them that, after due notice, the person hoU 
shall have failed to comply with such regulations as may be i 
said commissioners for the public decency. 
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